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Submission in Support of Allowing Secondary Unattached Dwellings on Rural Properties 

 

We own a rural property in the Tweed Shire, zoned RU2 Rural Landscape, and wish to express our 

strong support for allowing secondary, unattached dwellings on rural properties. 

We have been frustrated by the lack of progress from Tweed Shire Council in this area, especially given 

the strong support from rural property owners and families. While surrounding councils already allow 

some form of detached secondary dwelling, Tweed currently only permits attached dwellings. This 

restriction makes it difficult for rural property owners like us to plan for the future and make responsible, 

practical use of our land. 

Recently, Tweed councillors adopted the Growth Management and Housing Strategy, which initially 

looked at allowing detached secondary dwellings on rural land. However, they made some last-minute 

amendments and are now only considering properties over 10 hectares, even though around 75% of 

rural properties in Tweed are under 10 hectares. This approach effectively excludes the majority of rural 

landowners and prevents most of us from benefiting from the reform. 

We believe allowing detached secondary dwellings of any size is a practical and much-needed reform. 

It would enable us to add a modest second home on our property, allowing us to retire in our main home 

while providing accommodation for family members. 

Allowing secondary, detached dwellings on rural properties would strengthen families through multi-

generational living and enable older residents to age in place. It would add affordable housing without 

large developments, support rural enterprises by housing workers or family members, and make better 

use of existing infrastructure with minimal environmental impact. Overall, this reform would provide 

more housing options, help families plan for the future, and keep rural communities strong and 

sustainable. 


