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I very much welcome and support the progressive thinking of enabling rural land owners to build an 

additional dwelling (or dwellings) on their properties. 

Over the past number of years there has been non-stop talk by Government and Council regarding the 

housing shortage. A very key element which has been dismissed is the use of rural land. Enabling rural 

land owners to build an additional dwelling (or dwellings) on their properties will greatly assist this 

issue and support many people. 

Over the past few years I have enquired on numerous occasions and from different angles as to how I 

could better utilise my rural property to better support my family, in particular my sister and parents. 

Unfortunately, when my sister and parents were looking for alternate accommodation such as building 

another dwelling on my land, we were continually rejected. 

There also needs to be a more common sense approach and easing of ridiculous restrictions when it 

comes to rural property. For example, connection to town sewer when there is ample space for an 

additional septic (or Council should upgrade its system so this is not a barrier). 

Further to this, the rules and regulations around subdivision of rural land needs to be addressed. Having 

unreasonable minimum lot sizes (e.g. 1ha) when adjacent to full housing estates in suburbia needs to be 

looked at. Some of the rules and regulations are so out dated and need to be adjusted to meet our current 

context. We do need to be mindful of maintain our rural character, but this can be done with the above 

suggestions. 

The property next to me was encouraged by Council to have 17 townhouses built on it when making a 

submission to build a secondary dwelling, yet I am unable to have a secondary dwelling (or subdivide 

for that matter). Our properties are zoned differently, however, I still cannot comprehend this logic. 

Let's adjust our current thinking regarding how rural land can be best utilised. Not only for the property 

owners, but also for their families and the broader community. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this submission. 


