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Why knock down this Beauty?

We purchased this charming timber home on 12 acres in Mount Burrell in the Northern Rivers 
region about 8 years ago. This little Beauty with a floor area of less than 50 m2 was hand built from 
local timbers in the 80s, is council approved and has stood the test of time with flying colours.

We brought it up to contemporary standard by installing a photo voltaic system, batteries, solar hot 
water, satellite internet, a modern kitchen and making use of the space under the house. Always 
trying to keep it simple and have any alterations or additions blend in with the existing home.

We have made the existing dwelling work for us and we are very happy with it at present. However, 
there are a number of drawbacks that limit its usefulness, but most importantly may become 
difficult or impossible to live in as we grow older:

• It is very small (approx. 50m2) and we do not have enough space for storage,

• It is a single room with a loft that we use as a bedroom, making it difficult to impossible to 
have guests overnight,

• Access to the bedroom in the loft is via a steep and narrow set of stairs, and

• Access to the house and verandah is via a set of stairs, i.e. not wheel chair accessible.



The Dilemma

Addressing these issues by modifying the existing residence is difficult and would impact or destroy 
its character, which we are keen to retain.

We came to the conclusion that planning and building a new residence in a different location would 
be the best way to address the issues outlined above and allow us to enjoy and stay on our property 
as long as possible.

It will be a simple and modest structure in a location that is currently occupied by a large shed and 
two water tanks, thus minimising the impact on the environment. No vegetation will have to be 
cleared.

It will provide us with enough storage, space to host family and it will be fully wheelchair 
accessible. This will allow us to live independently on our property for much longer than if we only 
had the original residence.

However, Tweed Shire doesn’t allow secondary dwellings on RU2 zoned land.
Neighbouring shires, such as Kyogle, Lismore and Byron Shires - to the best of our knowledge – 
are much less restrictive.

Our intent is not to have a second and possibly income producing dwelling on our property.
We simply want a comfortable home that will support us living independently into our old age.

We want to retain the existing house as guest accommodation and, possibly, as emergency 
accommodation periodically as the rental situation for people in the Tweed Valley is pretty dire at 
present. For all intents and purposes the existing dwelling will be unoccupied most of the time or 
provide emergency accommodation to people in need.

We would like to get full council approval for the new dwelling without having to cripple or even 
destroy our current home.

We are directly affected by Tweed Shire’s restrictive planning regime. Although there has been 
community consultation on a proposal to review and change the rules for second dwellings and/ or 
granny flats to address growing community concern and the abysmal housing situation in the Tweed 
Shire, these changes appear to apply only to very large lot sizes.
 
Therefore, we fully support the proposed amendments to the State Environmental Planning Policy 
as put forward by Hon John Ruddick MLC. 
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