Submission
No 42

INQUIRY INTO RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND

Name:

Date Received:

DWELLINGS REFORM

Name suppressed

7 October 2025




I am writing to support changes to current planning laws regarding second dwellings on rural land in
NSW.

My situation reflects the reality faced by many families struggling with the affordability crisis in
Sydney. I have a close family relative who owns a rural property and has generously offered me the
opportunity to build a home on his land. This arrangement would allow me to live near family,
contribute to the property, and stay within my financial means.

However, under the existing planning rules, I am unable to build a separate home for myself on this
land. The regulations restrict additional dwellings even where the land size and rural character would
easily accommodate more than one residence without negative impact on infrastructure or amenity. The
current rules prevent practical, family-based solutions to the housing crisis and force people like me to
seek accommodation far from support networks or into housing stress in metropolitan areas.

I urge the Committee to recommend reforms that would:

o Allow a second dwelling on rural lots where there is adequate space and no negative impact on
surrounding land.

e Recognize and support intergenerational and extended family living solutions, especially as a
response to the current affordability crisis.

o Streamline the approval process for family arrangements where legitimate housing need exists.

o A review of these regulations would enable rural landowners and their families to better utilize
the land, support each other, and ease some of the pressure on housing markets in more
urbanized areas.

Thank you for considering my submission.



