Submission
No 40

INQUIRY INTO RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND

Name:

Date Received:

DWELLINGS REFORM

Name suppressed

6 October 2025




Dear Members of the NSW Parliament,

I am writing to urge the government to permit secondary unattached dwellings (such as small cottages,
cabins, or relocatable homes) on existing residential and rural-residential properties in New South
Wales.

As someone who had difficulty finding a rental as a couple with two incomes, no children, no pets, and
a quiet lifestyle, and has recently gotten evicted from her long-term lodgings, along with one other
retirée tenenant from the same building, for renovations, I was face with 15 listings for available
properties, only two of which wwere one or two bedroom lodgings - the remainder were family homes
or retirement village residences.

This reform would provide an immediate, low-cost, and community-based response to the housing crisis
by:

1. Expanding Affordable Housing Options — Allowing secondary dwellings gives property owners a
practical way to create more homes without costly or lengthy developments. These dwellings can house

family members, tenants, or people in need, easing pressure on the rental market. They would also offer
single occupants in particular affordable lodging, ensuring larger homes remain available for families.

2. Supporting the Elderly — Many older Australians wish to downsize while remaining close to family
and community. Unattached secondary dwellings would allow them to live independently yet safely
near loved ones, reducing isolation and strain on aged care systems.

3. Helping Single Parents and Survivors of Domestic Violence — Small, secure secondary dwellings can
provide an essential bridge for people rebuilding stability after crisis, especially those who cannot yet
access traditional rentals or social housing.

4. Using Land More Responsibly — This approach makes better use of existing infrastructure and land,
rather than expanding urban sprawl. It’s a sustainable, community-minded solution aligned with current
housing and environmental priorities.

5. Delivering Economic and Social Benefits for Government — Supporting secondary unattached
dwellings would significantly reduce pressure on public housing and emergency accommodation
budgets. These homes can be delivered by private individuals with minimal public expenditure, while
still generating revenue through approvals, local rates, and utilities. In turn, this policy strengthens local
economies, reduces homelessness, and fosters healthier, more resilient communities — outcomes that
translate directly into lower long-term social service and healthcare costs.

In short, enabling secondary unattached dwellings offers dignified, flexible housing for those who need
it most — while empowering property owners to be part of the solution.

Thank you for considering this important reform.

Kind regards,





