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Generational Farming and Rural Housing on the Tweed 

My family has a long history of farming on the Tweed, dating back to approximately 1880. I was born 

in 1935 and have spent my entire life living and working on these lands. Over the years, my family and 

I has acquired and managed several rural properties, including former dairy farms. Some of these farms 

contained multiple dwellings, with several old dairies having been converted into residential housing. 

The supplementary rental income from these houses has enabled my family to maintain our properties, 

given the challenges posed by noxious weeds. This income has also supported four of my sons to make 

a good living. The additional houses, aside from the main residence, have not impacted the overall 

operation of the properties. Since there were no extra land costs associated with these dwellings, we 

have been able to offer permanent accommodation at affordable rent. 

Some families have resided in these homes for over two decades, fostering stability and a sense of 

community. Currently, a young woman and her husband are raising their family on one of our properties. 

She was born on another farm we owned, and has returned for the long-term security we are able to 

provide. 

The key factor supporting this draft policy is that the land required for these houses is 'free', allowing 

homes to be constructed at half or less of the cost compared to building in suburban areas. This 

arrangement is advantageous for everyone involved. From my perspective, the benefits are numerous 

and there are no downsides. 

I commend those who have put forward this policy, as it represents a thoughtful and pragmatic approach 

to alleviating the critical housing shortage. 


