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I am writing to formally express my strong support for proposed policy changes (or to advocate for 

policy reform) that would allow the construction of secondary dwellings on rural-zoned properties—

specifically those zoned RU1 through RU6. 

This change is both timely and necessary, offering clear social, economic, and environmental benefits 

to regional and rural communities. Allowing secondary dwellings on RU1–RU6 land will support 

landowners, regional development, and housing supply without compromising the integrity of rural 

zoning purposes. 

Key Reasons for Support: 

1. Addressing the Regional Housing Shortage 

Many rural and regional communities are experiencing significant housing shortages, driven by 

population growth, affordability pressures, and shifting demographics. Allowing secondary dwellings 

will help increase the availability of affordable and diverse housing options in these areas without 

requiring extensive subdivision or rezoning. 

2. Supporting Multi-Generational Living and Rural Families 

Secondary dwellings provide a practical way for families to support aging parents, young adults, or 

workers, enabling them to live on the same property. This strengthens family and community bonds and 

allows people to age in place or remain close to support networks. 

3. Enhancing Land Use Efficiency 

Secondary dwellings make more efficient use of existing rural land and infrastructure, particularly on 

large properties where there is already adequate space and access. These developments can be designed 

to complement the rural character and avoid over-intensification. 

4. Economic Benefits for Landowners and Regional Economies 

The ability to rent out a secondary dwelling can provide much-needed supplementary income for 

farmers and rural landowners, supporting agricultural viability. It can also stimulate local economies 

through construction, services, and increased population retention. 

5. Environmental Considerations 

With appropriate planning controls (such as limits on size, location, and environmental impact), 

secondary dwellings can be introduced sustainably. Modern building techniques and eco-friendly 

designs can minimize their footprint and align with rural conservation goals. 

Allowing secondary dwellings on RU1–RU6 properties is a forward-thinking, low-impact solution to 

multiple challenges facing rural and regional areas. It supports families, improves housing supply, and 

strengthens rural economies while maintaining the integrity of the planning system. 

I urge the State Government to adopt this reform and implement clear, consistent policies across all 

local government areas to streamline the process for landowners and councils alike. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission. 


