Submission
No 83

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Name:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

Name suppressed

1 October 2025




To Whom It May Concern,

| write to express my absolute opposition to the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW)
incinerator planned for construction in Parkes, NSW. This project is not only ill-conceived
and short-sighted, but it represents a grave betrayal of rural communities in favour of
corporate convenience and environmental irresponsibility.

Let us begin with the most pressing question: why Parkes? EfW incinerators are banned or
heavily restricted in most parts of New South Wales due to their proven health,
environmental, and social impacts. So why is Parkes—an agricultural hub with a proud and
productive history—being treated as a dumping ground? Who benefits from this location?
Certainly not the residents of Parkes. Certainly not the farmers and families who have
worked this land for generations. So, who is profiting? Who is paying for this project, and
more importantly, where is the money going? Will any of it go toward the inevitable rising
health care costs? Toward the rehabilitation of damaged land? Toward compensating
farmers for destroyed crops, sick livestock, and lost income?

We already know that these incinerators produce toxic ash—a by-product that does not
simply disappear. Ash particles, easily dispersed by wind, can travel for kilometres. What
are the long-term consequences of ash infiltration on local ecosystems, livestock, and the
health of rural populations? What protections are in place? Who will be held accountable
when illnesses rise, when soil is contaminated, and when crops fail? Rural communities
are being put at risk without transparency, proper consultation, or meaningful oversight.

Furthermore, global guidelines warn against placing EfW facilities near food-producing
land. Parkes is a well-known and valuable farming region, supplying Australia with meat
and crops. If this land is compromised, it may never recover. The long-term economic
consequences of even a minor contamination event would be catastrophic—not just for
Parkes, but for food supply chains across the country. Once farmland is lost to pollution, it
cannot be brought back. Who will be financially and legally responsible for that damage?

We demand clarity: Who is monitoring this facility? Who will ensure the long-term safety of
our people, our native wildlife, our livestock, and our land? What are the projected
ecological, environmental, and financial impacts over the next 5, 10, or 50 years?

And finally, the most damning question: why isn't Sydney, the source of the waste,
managing it themselves? Why are wealthy metropolitan areas not being held accountable
for the waste they produce? Is Parkes being selected because decision-makers believe
rural towns are too naive, too quiet, or too under-resourced to fight back? This is nothing
short of environmental injustice—an exploitation of regional Australians for the
convenience of urban centres.



Parkes deserves better. Our environment deserves better. We demand that this project be
scrapped and replaced with modern, ecologically responsible waste solutions that do not
sacrifice rural communities for the sake of political expedience or corporate profit.

This proposalis not just a bad idea—it is an insult to every person who calls Parkes home.

We will not stay silent. We will not be ignored. And we will not allow Parkes to be treated as
NSW’s waste bin.

Sincerely,

Concerned Former Resident of Parkes / Advocate for Regional Communities





