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To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing as a concerned Australian citizen and as someone with a personal and professional 

connection to the Parkes region. I strongly oppose the proposed construction of a waste-to-energy 

incinerator in Parkes, NSW, and I urge the Parliament to reconsider the project on the basis of its 

environmental implications and the growing uncertainty it is causing within the community. 

 

Environmental Concerns 

The establishment of a large-scale incinerator poses significant environmental risks that have not been 

adequately addressed or transparently communicated. These include: 

1. Air Pollution: Waste incineration produces harmful emissions including dioxins, furans, heavy 

metals, and fine particulate matter (PM2.5), all of which are known to pose serious health risks. The 

long-term cumulative impact of these pollutants on air quality in a rural community like Parkes, where 

people often rely on rainwater tanks and local agriculture, is deeply troubling. 

2. Climate Impact: Despite claims of energy generation, waste incineration is a carbon-intensive 

process. The release of greenhouse gases such as CO₂ and nitrous oxide undermines NSW’s and 

Australia’s broader climate goals. In the current global climate crisis, introducing a new source of 

industrial emissions is a regressive step. 

3. Impact on Soil and Water: Parkes is part of a rich agricultural region that depends on clean air, soil, 

and water. The risk of ash and pollutants entering local waterways or being deposited onto land raises 

serious concerns for farmers and food producers. 

4. Precedent for Unsustainable Waste Management: Approving this incinerator sends a clear message 

that NSW is investing in waste burning rather than prioritising more sustainable and modern waste 

practices such as recycling, composting, and circular economy initiatives. This is not the future regional 

communities want. 

 

Community and Personal Impact 

As someone with professional ties to the Parkes region, I had previously planned to return and bring 

my family back to the area. However, due to the lack of clear information, environmental safeguards, 

and long-term health assessments associated with this project, I have made the difficult decision to delay 

any relocation plans indefinitely. 

My refusal to return to Parkes is not made lightly. It reflects deep anxiety about raising children in 

proximity to a facility that may adversely affect air quality and the environment for decades to come. 

Many others in the community have expressed similar concerns, and there is a growing sentiment of 

distrust and frustration due to the perceived lack of public consultation and transparency. 

 

Call to Action 

I respectfully request that the Parliament of NSW: 

• Halts the current proposal and conducts an independent environmental and health impact assessment. 

• Commits to full public consultation with the Parkes community and surrounding regions. 

• Prioritises investment in sustainable waste management strategies that align with NSW’s 

environmental commitments. 

• Provides clear and transparent communication to affected communities about long-term risks and 

benefits of such developments. 

 



Until there is absolute clarity, transparency, and environmental assurance surrounding this project, I will 

not consider relocating my family to Parkes, and I urge others to advocate for the same precaution. 

The health of our families, the integrity of our environment, and the future of our regional towns should 

never be sacrificed for short-term industrial interests. 

 

Sincerely, 

George Wright 


