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As an allied health professional and member of the Parkes community, I wish to raise serious concerns 

about the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) project and the potential health risks it poses to our 

region. 

Rural communities such as ours already face significant barriers to healthcare access, including limited 

specialist services, longer wait times, and geographic isolation. The introduction of a high-emission 

incineration facility has the potential to further compound these health inequities. Evidence from 

international studies has shown that communities living near waste incineration plants are at increased 

risk of respiratory illnesses, cardiovascular disease, certain cancers, and other chronic conditions. While 

long-term outcomes continue to be studied, there is enough data to demonstrate that such facilities carry 

measurable health risks, particularly for vulnerable populations such as children, the elderly, and those 

with pre-existing health conditions. 

Should these health risks materialise, the burden will fall most heavily on communities like ours, where 

healthcare services are already stretched and under-resourced. The increased prevalence of chronic 

disease and respiratory conditions would place further strain on an already fragile rural health system, 

reducing both the quality and accessibility of care for local residents. 

From a public health perspective, prevention should remain the priority. Establishing a facility with 

known toxic emissions in a region with inadequate healthcare capacity represents a serious risk to 

community wellbeing. The precautionary principle must be applied: where there is credible evidence 

of harm, action should be taken to avoid exacerbating health inequities, not entrenching them. 

For these reasons, I strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste project on the grounds that 

it presents unacceptable health risks and threatens to widen existing healthcare disparities in our 

community. 


