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Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to say that building a waste-to-energy incinerator in Parkes to burn Sydney’s rubbish is not 

a fair or smart idea. Parkes is a small regional town that didn’t create this waste, and it’s not right that 

we should be the ones to deal with the problems that come with it. 

Parkes is known for its clean air, wide open spaces, and strong farming industry. Many families here 

rely on farming to make a living, growing crops and raising animals to feed people across the state and 

the country. If an incinerator is built here, it could pollute the air, soil, and water that farmers depend 

on. Even small amounts of toxic ash or chemicals from the incinerator can damage crops, harm 

livestock, and make it harder to sell produce—especially to buyers who want clean, safe, and chemical-

free food. 

Burning waste can release dangerous particles into the air, and while technology has improved, it’s still 

not perfect. If pollution gets into the water or onto the land, it could have long-lasting effects on farming. 

This would not only hurt local farmers, but also damage Parkes' reputation as a clean and reliable food-

producing area. 

It also doesn’t make sense to bring rubbish all the way from Sydney to Parkes. That’s a long trip, and 

moving waste such a long distance by truck or train uses a lot of fuel and creates even more pollution. 

That makes the problem worse, not better. It would be much more responsible for Sydney to deal with 

its own waste close to where it’s made. 

Another problem is that waste-to-energy incinerators are outdated technology. They were used more in 

the past, but now we know there are better ways to deal with waste. Recycling, composting, and cutting 

down on waste in the first place are cleaner, safer, and more sustainable. Burning rubbish wastes 

materials that could be reused and doesn’t help build a greener future. Other countries are already 

moving away from this kind of system. 

Putting an incinerator in Parkes would mean we’re going backwards, not forwards. We should be 

helping regional towns grow with smart, clean industries—not turning them into dumping grounds for 

city waste. 

Sydney made the waste, and Sydney should deal with it. It’s not fair to push the problems onto smaller 

communities just because it’s easier politically. People in Parkes deserve the same clean air, safe 

environment, and respect as people in the city. 

 

 




