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Submission to the NSW Select Committee on Rural Housing 

I am writing in strong support of the draft amendments to the rural housing planning rules proposed by 

The Honourable John Ruddick MLC. 

We purchased our property 5 years ago and in that time we have planted over 150 native plants and 

trees. Our frustration is that we are unable to effectively farm our 6 hectares as it is too small. We can 

only have 4-5 cattle at any one time and it would be cost prohibitive to grow fruit and vegetables. I 

would like to be able to have a second dwelling to provide much needed accommodation to the local 

area. We would love help a young family or workers from the newly opened Tweed Hospital. 

What we need is a planning system that supports multigenerational living. Farmers should be able to 

provide homes for their children and grandchildren on the land they already own, rather than seeing 

them pushed away due to outdated rules. Multigenerational living not only supports farming families, 

but also strengthens rural communities, reduces the cost of land and housing pressures, and provides 

security for older farmers who wish to remain on the farm while younger generations take on greater 

responsibility. 

I urge the Committee to recommend changes that will make it simpler and fairer for rural landowners 

to establish additional dwellings on their properties. In particular, I strongly support the draft 

amendments 2 by Mr Ruddick, which reflect the needs and aspirations of farmers like myself. 

Yours sincerely 

Sue Wiedermann 


