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To: 

 

 SELECT COMMITTEE ON RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND DWELLINGS REFORM  

 

Regarding terms of reference (1) (a) through (i) 

I don’t know if you’re aware, but in the regions there are many acreage land holders who would 

happily self-fund a second house on their lot.  

The incentive – supplementary rental income - or a home for another generation of family.  

The outcome – a new home for the rental market and/or one less family competing in an 

understocked housing market. Allowing additional families to live in rural areas also helps address 

the decline of rural villages with more support for schools and community, reduces constraints on 

the free operation of the labour market by providing accommodation close to employment 

opportunities and supports a growing demand for relocation to rural areas. 

The cost – nothing. With funding by existing landholders no government budgetary commitment is 

required.  

The stopper – decades old rules that are not aligned to the current housing situation.  

Concerns around management of traffic, waste etc. are often put forward by Councils, but let me 

share our story. We have in addition to our home a modern free-standing extension approved by 

council. We would love to rent this building as an ethical action to help someone in need of a home 

and to supplement our pension. An additional two people may occupy the building and uses the 

approved septic system, they may access the home via our local road, may use the existing waste 

management and all other infrastructure. Council however has deemed they may not live 

independently in the extension, even though that independence would place no additional burden 

on the local environment or infrastructure.  We therefore cannot offer this building as a home and 

so one more person or couple must compete for a house in town, perhaps living in their car or a tent 

whilst they do so. Meanwhile the extension sits idle. 

I respectfully ask you to assist Councils to contribute to a solution to the rural housing crisis and to 

support strong rural communities.  This may require removing from them the burden of outdated 

policies and regulations around secondary dwellings on acreage lots.  

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

 

 




