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I am writing in strong support of the draft amendments to the rural housing planning rules proposed by 

The Honourable John Ruddick MLC. 

My family and I have farmed in the Tweed Shire for over 60 years. Over this time, I have dedicated my 

life to managing and caring for the land, producing food, and contributing to the local economy. Like 

many farmers, my hope has always been to pass the farm on to my children and grandchildren so that 

it can remain in the family and continue to be farmed for generations to come. 

However, under the current rural housing rules, this has become increasingly difficult. The inability to 

have a second dwelling on the farm means that my children and grandchildren cannot live here with me 

while also working and contributing to the farm. Without practical housing options, young family 

members are forced to live off the property, often at significant distance, which makes it much harder 

to keep the farm viable and to ensure continuity of farming knowledge and practice. 

What we need is a planning system that supports multigenerational living. Farmers should be able to 

provide homes for their children and grandchildren on the land they already own, rather than seeing 

them pushed away due to outdated rules. Multigenerational living not only supports farming families, 

but also strengthens rural communities, reduces the cost of land and housing pressures, and provides 

security for older farmers who wish to remain on the farm while younger generations take on greater 

responsibility. 

I urge the Committee to recommend changes that will make it simpler and fairer for rural landowners 

to establish additional dwellings on their properties. In particular, I strongly support the draft 

amendments prepared by Mr Ruddick, which reflect the needs and aspirations of farmers like me. 

After more than six decades of living and working on this land, I want nothing more than to see it 

continue to be farmed by my family. Fairer housing rules will help make that possible. 


