
Partially 

Confidential 

 Submission    
No 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND 

DWELLINGS REFORM 
 
 
 

Name: Name suppressed 

Date Received: 2 October 2025 

 

 



I am writing in strong support of the draft amendments to rural housing rules proposed by The 

Honourable John Ruddick MLC. 

I am the child of a farmer in the Tweed Shire. This is the land where I grew up, and where I hope to 

remain to raise my family and contribute to our local community. In recent years, I have cultivated 

several bee hives on the property, and I want to expand this into a thriving bee-farming business. Bees 

play an essential role in pollination, food security, and biodiversity, and I believe there is a real 

opportunity to grow an environmentally important and sustainable enterprise here on our land. 

However, under the current planning rules, this is simply not possible. Without the option of a second 

dwelling, I cannot live on the farm while establishing and expanding this business. That means I cannot 

properly care for the hives year-round, or work alongside my parents as they age and need more support. 

This is a missed opportunity, not only for my family but for the broader community. Rural families 

should not be forced off the land when they are ready and willing to invest in it. Giving younger 

generations the chance to live and work alongside their parents will help preserve farming knowledge, 

encourage new ventures like bee-keeping, and strengthen the resilience of rural NSW. 

I urge the Committee to adopt the proposed changes so that families like mine can continue to live and 

work on the land we love, while building sustainable enterprises for the future. 


