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Submission Against the Proposed Parkes Waste Facility 
By Graeme Hando, Peak Hill 

My name is Graeme Hando. I am a third-generation landholder in Peak Hill, with six 
generations of my family having lived, worked, and been supported by this land. I am 
now 75 years old and have spent my life raising horses, cropping, and running sheep, 
cattle, and chooks. As I enter full retirement, I should be looking forward to peace and 
time with my family — not fighting for the health and future of my land, my loved ones, 
and my community. 

I am a cancer survivor. I live every day already concerned about my health, and this 
incinerator brings a new level of fear. I have two daughters, four grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren living in Parkes. The idea that toxic emissions could reach them is 
horrifying. Our family is deeply rooted throughout this region — on farms, in schools, in 
local businesses — and we will all be impacted by the fallout of this facility. 

This incinerator is not just unwelcome — it is dangerous. It threatens to devalue my land 
and undo generations of hard work. The stress of this looming threat is affecting my 
wellbeing at a time when I should be able to rest. 

I have been proud to serve this community — as Citizen of the Year in Parkes Shire, and 
through decades of involvement in harness racing, the Show Society, football, and the 
pony club. I’ve mentored young vets and helped in floods and fires. I know the strength 
of our community, and I also know we don’t want this. 

We deserve clean air, healthy land, and peace of mind — not a toxic facility near our 
homes. 

I strongly oppose the Parkes waste facility. 

Sincerely,  

Graeme Hando  

Peak Hill, NSW 


