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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry: Opposition to the Parkes Incinerator Proposal 

My primary concern is health. I live with Parkinson’s Disease and I fear my health will be 
further compromised by toxic emissions from an incinerator. I am deeply concerned not 
only for myself but for the health of our entire community and for future generations. 

My family has lived in Parkes for 50 years. We moved here when my father was advised 
by his doctor to seek a warmer, drier climate. Parkes was the right choice then, but with 
the threat of an incinerator, I cannot imagine any family choosing to settle here now, 
knowing the risks it poses. Constant anxiety about air quality and long-term health 
impacts would make our town far less attractive, and I believe this will directly reduce 
land values in our region. 

Water is another critical issue. Parkes, like most rural communities, experiences 
frequent droughts and severe water restrictions. An incinerator requiring large volumes 
of water to operate poses an unacceptable risk. Where will this water come from? What 
happens if our limited water supply becomes contaminated? 

I also lack confidence in the EPA’s ability to protect our community. Time and again, 
across NSW, we have seen regulatory failures where residents were left exposed to 
pollution and harm. 

There is also serious concern about the secrecy surrounding this project. Planning 
reportedly began in 2017, yet the Parkes community only learned of it this year – through 
the proponent, not our local council or State Government. This lack of transparency is 
unacceptable. 

Sydney’s rapid growth has created serious infrastructure challenges, but it is unjust to 
dump Sydney’s waste problems onto rural communities.  Parkes should not bear the 
environmental and health burden of decisions made elsewhere. 

If this project proceeds, there is a very real chance of severe and irreversible 
consequences. Who will be held responsible – the proponent or the State Government? 
I strongly urge you to reject this proposal and instead pursue permanent, safe and 
environmentally responsible waste solutions. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 




