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Submission into the Parliamentary Inquiry — Opposition to Energy from Waste Facilities

I am a farmer in Parkes and have worked the land here for over 50 years. | strongly
oppose the proposed energy from waste facility because it poses unacceptable risks to
our soil, water, agriculture and community.

Our region already faces severe water shortages. Parkes regularly experiences water
restrictions and yet this project would require vast amounts of water to operate. Where
will that water come from? Farmers like myself rely on rainwater tanks and our stock
drink from dams. If these water sources become contaminated, how will they guarantee
our safety? How will we get safe water for our stock? Will the Government commit to
supplying safe bottled water to us for the rest of our lives?

Contamination of soil and water would destroy agriculture in this region. Once land and
water are polluted, there is no recovery. The transport plan is equally flawed — moving
waste 400km by rail is unrealistic, expensive and dependant on infrastructure that
requires constant maintenance. Then there is the huge issue of how to dispose of the
waste bottom ash. It remains at one third of the waste’s original weight and is highly
toxic. Where will that be safely disposed of?

Recent media has proven that the EPA is ineffective and cannot be trusted to protect
public health. This project has been underhanded from the start, it was being planned
from 2017, with the Parkes community only being informed this year, and then only
because the proponents came to Parkes to do an information session. Local council
and State Government failed to communicate at all! | find this totally unjust —why
should we have to suffer the consequences of Sydney’s garbage!

If the Government decides to proceed and things do go wrong, who will be held
accountable? Who carries the liability for the health of our families, our land and our
livelihoods? Baseline studies of air, soil, water and public health must be conducted
before any approval, followed by independent monitoring for at least 30 — 40 years.

This project is reckless, unsafe, and must not go ahead.

Sincerely





