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Garbage incineration plants might be presented as a quick fix for waste, but for a small town they are 

nothing short of a long-term threat to health, safety, and the wellbeing of families. These facilities don’t 

just burn rubbish; they release toxic chemicals and poisonous gases like dioxins, mercury, and lead into 

the very air we breathe. Once released, these toxins don’t disappear—they settle into our soil, our 

waterways, and even our food, creating invisible dangers that linger for generations. For adults, that 

means higher risks of cancer, heart disease, and respiratory illnesses. For children, the impact is even 

more devastating. Their lungs, brains, and immune systems are still developing, making them far more 

vulnerable to pollutants. Exposing children to incinerator emissions is essentially exposing them to a 

lifetime of health problems: asthma that makes it hard to play outside, developmental issues that affect 

learning, and risks of chronic illness that no parent would wish upon their child. Small towns are places 

people choose to live for peace, clean air, and a safe environment to raise families—an incineration 

plant destroys that. Unlike large cities, small towns don’t have the hospitals, specialists, or resources to 

deal with the health fallout of such pollution. Allowing one of these facilities to be built is gambling 

with the health of the community’s most precious resource—its children. The truth is simple: a garbage 

incinerator trades short-term convenience for long-term suffering, and no small town should ever 

sacrifice the health of its families, especially its children, for the sake of burning trash. 


