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Submission to Oppose the Proposed Energy from Waste Incinerator  

From: Karley Ward Resident of Forbes, Central West NSW 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Karley Ward, and I am a lifelong resident of the Central West. I come from a proud lineage 

of farmers—four generations before me worked the land, and I had always dreamed that my own 

children would one day be the fifth. That dream was taken from us in 1993 when North Parkes 

purchased our family farm, and that very land is now being mined. Despite this loss, my connection to 

the land has remained strong. Both sides of my family have long histories in agriculture, and although 

I am not a farmer myself, I understand deeply what it means to live off the land, care for it, and protect 

it for future generations. 

I now live in Forbes, just down the road, where I am raising three young children and work as a teacher 

at the local high school. Like many schools in regional NSW, we already struggle to fill teaching 

positions and retain staff. The proposed Energy from Waste incinerator in Parkes poses significant risks 

that will only make these challenges worse, both for my family and the broader community. 

I am deeply concerned about the potential health effects of this incinerator. The students I teach, many 

of whom come from low socioeconomic backgrounds, already face numerous challenges. They deserve 

clean air, safe water, and a future in a healthy community—not the added burden of living near a toxic 

waste-burning facility. The risks of toxic emissions such as dioxins, furans, and fine particulate matter 

are well documented. These pose serious long-term health risks to both children and adults. 

If the incinerator is approved, I fear we will see a mass exodus of professionals—teachers, healthcare 

workers, tradespeople—who choose to leave the region rather than risk their family's health. Our 

community already struggles with limited access to healthcare—many of us must travel to Orange or 

Dubbo for specialist appointments. An influx of health problems will push our already strained systems 

past breaking point. 

My family also runs a small mechanical workshop, and my partner has worked tirelessly to build it into 

a successful business. We already face difficulties in attracting and retaining staff. If people begin to 

leave due to health concerns or the stigma of living near an incinerator, it will threaten the viability of 

our business and our ability to support our family. 

Beyond the human health impacts, I am also deeply concerned about the environmental damage this 

project may cause. The Central West is a major agricultural region. Any contamination of our air, soil, 

or water could have devastating effects on the quality and safety of our food supply, threatening our 

agricultural sector and regional economy. The additional burden of heavy truck and train traffic through 

Forbes, transporting waste to the site, will only compound the risks. 

We deserve better. We deserve sustainable, safe industries that add value to our region—not 

developments that undermine our health, economy, and way of life. 

I urge the Government to: 

* Reject Energy from Waste incineration to protect the health and future of regional NSW and our 

agricultural industries. 

* Recognise that Parkes deserves sustainable, safe industries and investments that drive economic 

growth and value-add to agriculture and community, not harm them. 

* Investigate marketing and communications from both industry and Government that have misled the 

public and misrepresented the safety and benefits of this technology. 

* Acknowledge that the community was not adequately consulted during key decision-making. True 

consultation must be meaningful, collaborative, and proportionate to the scale of the development. 

* Recognise that this project unfairly burdens regional NSW with Sydney’s waste, without offering the 

same precautionary health protections provided to Greater Sydney. 



* Understand that these projects lock us into long-term waste generation when the focus should be on 

waste avoidance, reuse, and recycling. 

* Acknowledge that many countries are phasing out thermal Energy from Waste, and Australia should 

be learning from their experience, not ignoring it. 

* Explore alternative waste management solutions that do not pose environmental or health risks, nor 

cause distress to host communities. 

Should the project proceed, the proponents must be required to: 

* Provide 24/7 independently monitored emissions data, available publicly, including for dioxins, 

furans, and other toxic compounds. 

* Establish a Compensation Trust for future claims made by impacted community members. 

* Conduct baseline health and environmental testing by independent third-party organisations. 

* Supply town water to residents currently reliant on tank water. 

* Provide dedicated funding for mental health support services. 

* Relocate nearby schools and childcare centres to ensure children are not exposed to dangerous 

emissions. 

If this project proceeds, my family will be forced to leave the Central West. We will be giving up our 

business, our school, and the community we’ve called home for generations. That is not a choice we 

take lightly, but one we will make to protect our children’s future. 

We all want solutions to waste. But not at the cost of our health, our land, and our way of life. The 

people of the Central West deserve better. 

 

Sincerely, 

Karley Ward 

Forbes, NSW 

Parent | Teacher | Community Member 


