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29 September 2025  

The Hon. Nichole Overall, MLC 
Committee Chair 
NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 
Parliament House 
Macquarie Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Dear Mrs Overall, 

Re: Submission to the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 

On behalf of Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council (QPRC), I am pleased to provide the 
attached submission to the Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from 
Waste Facilities. 

At its meeting on 10 September 2025, Council resolved to reaffirm its strong and consistent 
opposition to the proposed Woodlawn Advanced Energy Recovery Centre at Tarago and to 
make a formal submission to this Inquiry. 

Council’s submission outlines our concerns with the proposal, addressing the Committee’s 
Terms of Reference, including the environmental and health risks, lack of community support, 
inconsistency with the NSW Waste Hierarchy and Circular Economy, and the inequitable 
burden imposed on regional communities. 

We thank the Committee for the opportunity to contribute to this important Inquiry. Should you 
require further information, please contact me on  or via email at 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 

Rebecca Ryan 
General Manager 
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
 

Attachment: Submission to the NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed 
Energy from Waste Facilities (29 September 2025) 
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Submission to the NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on  
Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 

 
Introduction 
 
Council welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the Legislative Council Select 
Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities.  Council reaffirms its strong and 
consistent opposition to the proposed Woodlawn Advanced Energy Recovery Centre at 
Tarago. This submission responds to the Committee’s Terms of Reference and reflects 
previous Council resolutions opposing the development, most recently reaffirmed at the QPRC 
Council meeting of 10 September 2025. 
 
QPRC has consistently resolved that the health, environment, and social impacts of this facility 
would impose an unacceptable burden on our community, and that the project is inconsistent 
with responsible waste management, the NSW Waste Hierarchy, and Circular Economy 
principles. 
 
Environmental Impacts 
 

 Air Quality & Emissions: The facility poses risks of dioxins, particulates, and other 
pollutants entering the atmosphere, with potential long-term impacts on residents and 
ecosystems within the predicted emissions zone. 

 Climate Change: Incineration of waste contributes to greenhouse gas emissions, 
undermining state and national climate targets. 

 Biodiversity: Potential contamination of soil and water threatens agricultural activities 
and biodiversity in affected rural areas. 

 
Public Health Risks 
 

 Residents in Bungendore, Wamboin, Bywong, and rural East Sutton, many of whom 
rely on rainwater harvesting and homegrown produce, have raised deep concerns 
about potential contamination of food and water sources. 

 Vulnerable populations, including children and the elderly, may face heightened risks 
from exposure to emissions. 

 Evidence suggests that incineration facilities pose significant risks to human and 
animal health, further justifying opposition to this proposal. 

 
Community Impact and Social License 
 

 QPRC communities have expressed consistent and widespread opposition to the 
project. 

 There are real concerns about amenity impacts, property value decline, and 
reputational harm to the region. 

 Importantly, this proposal represents an inequitable transfer of Sydney’s residual 
waste burden onto regional communities. 

 
Consistency with the NSW Waste Hierarchy and Circular Economy 
 

 The proposal undermines the principles of reduce, reuse, recycle, recover, placing 
disposal through incineration above more sustainable options. 

 Instead of investing in incineration, resources should be directed toward: 
o Waste reduction initiatives. 

 
 

 



o Expansion of recycling technologies (e.g., Eurobodalla Council’s soft plastics 
trial with APR Plastics). 

o Strengthened packaging laws. 
o Development of a comprehensive Right to Repair framework, as seen in the 

EU’s 2024 Directive, extending product lifespan and reducing landfill. 
 
Regional Equity 
 

 This development would set a precedent of metropolitan waste being transferred to 
regional NSW, disproportionately affecting rural communities. 

 Regional NSW should not be the default location for facilities that metropolitan areas 
reject. 

 
Planning and Consultation 
 

 There are significant concerns about whether the Environmental Impact Assessment 
adequately considered: 

o Cumulative impacts of multiple waste facilities already operating at Tarago. 
o Specific community health and environmental assessments. 
o Genuine and inclusive community consultation. 

 
Alternatives and Future Directions 
 
QPRC strongly advocates for investment in: 

 Expansion of advanced recycling infrastructure. 
 Product stewardship and improved packaging laws. 
 Repair and reuse schemes. 
 Programs that build community capacity for waste reduction and resource recovery. 

 
These approaches are consistent with NSW Government commitments to a circular economy 
and will deliver greater long-term environmental, social, and economic benefits. 
 
Conclusion 
 
QPRC urges the Select Committee to reject proposals for large-scale energy from waste 
incineration at Tarago and elsewhere in NSW. The Woodlawn Advanced Energy Recovery 
Centre represents an unacceptable environmental, health, and social risk, and it contradicts 
the NSW Waste Hierarchy and Circular Economy policy. 
 
Council calls for the NSW Government to invest instead in sustainable waste reduction, 
recycling, and repair solutions that protect the health and wellbeing of all communities, 
particularly those in regional NSW. 
 
 


	0046 Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council (QPRC)
	QPRC Submission to the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities
	Submission to the NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on
	Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities
	Introduction
	Environmental Impacts
	Public Health Risks
	Community Impact and Social License
	Consistency with the NSW Waste Hierarchy and Circular Economy
	Regional Equity
	Planning and Consultation
	Alternatives and Future Directions
	Conclusion





