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Submission to the NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed 
Energy from Waste Facilities 
 
Dear Committee 
 
I am a fourth-generation farmer from Parkes, NSW. For many years my family has 
run sheep and cropping operations on land in the Parkes Shire. I’m writing in support 
of the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility (EfW). 
 
As a farmer whose property is located on Wyatts Lane close to Northparkes Mine, I 
have a unique perspective on how large industrial projects can evolve from sources 
of community fear and apprehension to cornerstones of our community. Thirty years 
ago, when Northparkes Mine was first proposed, many of us in Parkes were deeply 
worried. Concerns about air quality, water safety, and the long-term impacts on our 
land and livelihoods were widespread. Our farms and families depend on clean soil, 
air, and water. 
 
Over the years, however, the mine has proven that careful regulation and strong 
community engagement can make a major development both safe and beneficial. 
Northparkes Mine has provided stable, well-paid jobs for local people and supported 
local businesses. Through its Voluntary Conservation Agreement, the mine has 
committed to manage conservation areas like the Kokoda Offset Site and the 
Estcourt Offset Site, to offset the environmental impacts from its mining operations 
(see, eg, Northparkes Mines 2022/23 Annual Compliance Report, EPBC Approval 
2013/6788).  
 
Today, Northparkes Mines is an integral part of Parkes’ community and economy.  
Community fear has dissipated, replaced by appreciation. 
 
I see the proposed EfW facility in a similar way. Like Northparkes Mines, it will be 
subject to strict oversight by government regulators, including the Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA). Given modern technology and evolving environmental 
standards, I expect that the EfW will be held to even higher standards for emissions 
and human health protections than the mine faced three decades ago. Ongoing 
monitoring and transparent reporting will be essential for the EfW facility to gain the 
community’s trust. 
 
I understand there is a plan for the EfW facility to include a Voluntary Planning 
Agreement, which would bring public benefits and direct financial contributions to 
Parkes. If the EfW facility is built and operated with the same diligence and 
accountability we see at Northparkes Mine, it has the potential to be a positive 
contributor to the community and bring long-lasting economic stability to our region. 
 
For these reasons, I support the EfW facility, provided it is safe and properly 
regulated. With the right safeguards and community partnership, the EfW facility can 
follow a similarly successful path as the Northparkes Mine, and help secure a 
prosperous, sustainable future for Parkes.  
 
  



To help alleviate some of the concerns and fears of the Parkes community regarding 
the potential impacts of the EfW facility, I believe that representatives from the 
relevant NSW government authorities including the EPA should visit Parkes and 
hold community forums to educate the community and allow residents to ask 
questions of the experts. 
 
When the proposal for the Parkes EfW facility reaches the stage where its 
Environmental Impact Statement is open for public consultation, I believe the 
community should be given an extended period to provide comments. Parkes 
Mayor, Neil Westcott, has suggested a period of eight weeks for public consultation, 
and I agree this would be a good amount of time, as opposed to only 28 days. This 
would help the community feel that they have been heard and adequately consulted. 
 
In order to ensure the EfW facility meets the highest standards of safety and 
environmental protection, I believe that the NSW Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces should refer the Parkes EfW facility to the Independent Planning 
Commission from the outset to complete a rigorous assessment of the 
proposal.  
 
Thank you for considering my submission. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 




