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I am writing to respectfully urge the nsw parliament to consider legislative reform that would allow for 

second dwellings to be built on rural properties in New South Wales. This issue is of deep personal 

importance to my family, and I believe it is one that affects many rural families across the state. 

My mother-in-law, who is 71 years old, lives alone on her 89-acre rural property in Northern NSW. 

Since the passing of her husband, she has suffered from debilitating anxiety and depression. Despite 

her strong attachment to her home and land, she is increasingly isolated and struggling with daily life. 

If the current restrictions on second dwellings were lifted, my young family would be able to build a 

modest home on her property and live alongside her. This would have numerous benefits for all of us: 

• Support for her wellbeing: We would be able to assist her with meals, property maintenance, and, 

most importantly, companionship—greatly reducing her isolation. 

• Mutual family support: She, in turn, would be able to provide care and connection to our children, 

strengthening family bonds across generations. 

• Financial relief: Living on the family property would also ease the financial burden of maintaining 

our own mortgage, making rural living more sustainable for families like ours. 

The current restrictions inadvertently contribute to loneliness and decline in wellbeing for many elderly 

people who wish to remain in their homes and on their land but lack nearby family support. Allowing 

families to live in close proximity would not only reduce this loneliness but also ease pressure on health 

and aged care services, as families could provide care and support directly. 

I ask the Council to consider the broader social and community benefits of permitting second dwellings 

on rural land. These changes would empower families to remain together, strengthen rural communities, 

and ensure that our elderly citizens can age in place with dignity, safety, and companionship. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


