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Dear [Mayor/General Manager’s Name] and Council Members,

I am writing on behalf of my family to respectfully petition for consideration of a second dwelling on
our family property located at [property address], a 90-acre rural parcel that has been in our family since
the early 1980s.

This land is more than property to us—it is our childhood home and a place filled with family history.
Following the passing of my father three years ago, my mother has been left to maintain the entire
acreage on her own. At her age and with the size of the land, it has become increasingly difficult for her
to manage without help.

Our goal is simple: to build a modest second dwelling on the property so that we can move there
permanently, care for my mother, and raise our children in the same environment that shaped our own
upbringing. Unfortunately, the current housing and planning regulations prevent us from doing so,
despite the fact that our proposal would not negatively impact neighbouring properties or the
surrounding community.

In a time when Australians face a severe housing crisis and escalating living costs, it is disheartening
that families like ours cannot use our own land to provide a stable home. Allowing a second dwelling
in circumstances such as ours would ease pressure on the rental market, strengthen family support
networks, and uphold the rural values of care and self-sufficiency.

We respectfully urge Council to reconsider the existing restrictions and explore a pathway—whether
through a planning variation, rural secondary dwelling approval, or a pilot initiative—that would allow
families to remain together on their own land while complying with environmental and safety standards.

Thank you for your time and for the essential work you do for our community. We would welcome the
opportunity to meet with Council staff or provide further details in support of our request.



