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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I write in support of reform measures to permit the construction and use of secondary dwellings on rural 

zoned land in New South Wales. This reform presents a significant opportunity to address pressing 

issues in housing supply, land management, and regional sustainability. 

 

1. Environmental Stewardship and Land Management 

Allowing secondary dwellings will provide landowners with a modest but reliable source of rental 

income. This supplementary income will directly assist in: 

Control of invasive weeds: Many rural landowners in our region face ongoing challenges with invasive 

species that threaten biodiversity, agricultural productivity, and neighbouring properties. 

Expansion and maintenance of rainforest areas: With additional financial resources, property owners 

can invest in regenerating native vegetation and protecting sensitive habitats. 

Improved small-scale farming practices: Rental support can fund soil improvements, fencing, water 

systems, and rotational land use that maintain the long-term health of rural landscapes. 

 

2. Housing Supply and Community Benefit 

The provision of secondary dwellings on rural land would: 

Increase the stock of rental housing in regional areas, where demand often outstrips supply. 

Provide affordable housing options for key workers, young people, and retirees seeking to remain in 

their communities. 

Strengthen local economies by bringing more residents into regional areas without altering the rural 

character of the land. 

 

3. Council and Infrastructure Contributions 

Secondary dwellings would generate additional Section 7.11/7.12 (formerly s94/s96) developer 

contributions for councils. These funds can be directed towards: 

Road upgrades and maintenance to manage increased local traffic. 

Infrastructure improvements, including water, waste, and community services, proportionate to the 

minor population increase. 

Supporting council’s own land management and weed control programs. 

 

4. Planning Safeguards Already in Place 

Existing planning frameworks already address key concerns: 

Environmental protection: Development controls and biodiversity offset rules ensure sensitive areas 

remain safeguarded. 

Bushfire risk: The Rural Fire Service and BAL (Bushfire Attack Level) assessments already govern 

building approvals in fire-prone areas. 

Amenity and aesthetics: Design standards and DA assessments protect rural character and visual appeal. 

Access and servicing: Existing provisions ensure properties can accommodate safe access, water, and 

waste requirements. 



Conclusion 

This reform represents a balanced approach: enabling sustainable housing growth while supporting 

environmental and agricultural stewardship. By permitting secondary dwellings on rural land, the NSW 

Government can simultaneously strengthen housing supply, empower landowners to manage their 

properties responsibly, and provide councils with additional resources to invest in infrastructure. 

 

I respectfully urge the Department to proceed with this reform. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Troy Conway Bray 

 

 

 




