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Hi, my name is Ian Anderson and I am a retiree / farmer.

I want to clearly state up front, that I am against any and all plans to incinerate waste 
(Waste to Energy - WtE), whether it be in rural areas or cities, in NSW or in any area in 
Australia!

My wife and I moved to Woodhouselee (in the Goulburn area) 12 years ago because we 
want to enjoy the clean rural life in the sunset years of our lives.

I am actively involved in our local community including Garden Club, my local church and 
the Goulburn Mulwaree Council Rail Trail Committee.
I am keen to see Goulburn flourish and maintain its healthy lifestyle.

With that background I want to state that I don’t have a science background but I know 
enough to suggest the proposed incinerator is a money grabbing solution to poor waste 
planning. 
I am astounded to hear that our community is going to be the incinerator for Sydney waste!

It would appear that there is no real long term strategic plan for Sydney waste 
management and waste reduction. The problem of running out of space for landfill means 
the NSW Government is now looking to burn waste, and not burn it in Greater Sydney but 
in rural areas including my backyard!
Sydney’s poor waste management planning becomes my personal problem!

Sydney’s failure to plan for waste management should not become a rural problem!

I understand that for Greater Sydney (which houses about 66% of NSW’s population), a 
rough estimate of waste going to landfill each year could be around 5-6 million tonnes.
That suggests, if this plan for incineration of waste goes ahead, that rural communities 
around NSW will potentially be burning 5 - 6 million tonnes of Sydney waste per year 
indefinitely!

WtE can’t be an acceptable solution to any government who has a major income 
stream from agriculture and is concerned for the health and well-being of their 
constituents. 

Road Safety
The transportation of millions of tonnes of Sydney waste around the NSW countryside can 
only increase the damage to roads and increase road safety risks. 
Truck movements on our major highways will increase significantly, causing greater traffic 
congestion and the need for expansion of highway plans to enable the increased volume 
of truck traffic to cart the millions of tonnes of Sydney waste away from Sydney each year.

Rail usage
If the plan is to use rail to transport waste to rural locations, then the volume of freight 
carrying these millions of tonnes of Sydney waste per annum, on our already congested 
State Rail services, will be overwhelming.
Commuter services between Goulburn and Sydney are already disrupted due to waste / 
freight train issues. 
Adding more ‘waste trains’ on this link and other State Rail networks will only cause more 
congestion and rail outages for rural NSW.



WtE is the lazy solution
WtE discourages recycling and waste reduction, as burning becomes an easy disposal 
option. Feedstock supply must be consistent, which can lock cities into producing waste 
rather than eliminating it. 
Additionally, ash and other residues still require safe disposal, limiting WtE’s effectiveness 
as a complete waste solution.

WtE is a dangerous solution to Humans
WtE incinerators can emit several types of “forever chemicals”—substances that persist 
in the environment and resist breakdown. The main group of concern is PFAS (per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances), which are found in everyday products like non-stick 
cookware, textiles, and packaging. When these materials are incinerated, PFAS may not 
fully degrade at standard combustion temperatures, leading to their release into air, ash, or 
wastewater.

Additionally, dioxins and furans—toxic, long-lasting organic pollutants—can form during 
incomplete combustion of plastics and chlorinated materials. 

Both PFAS and dioxins can accumulate in soil, water, and the food chain, posing risks to 
agriculture and human health.

WtE is a dangerous solution for Agriculture, potentially impacting our world standing 
WtE introduces new risks to our agricultural industry and our nations agriculture reputational risk, 
if emissions release pollutants such as dioxins or heavy metals, which can settle on farmland, 
affecting crops and livestock health. Ash residues may also contain toxins that need safe 
disposal.


Is the WtE proponent for the Tarago incinerator trustworthy
Veolia, the proponent for proposed WtE incinerator for Tarago, has demonstrated 
disregard for EPA standards.
The following is an extract from the NSW EPA’s own records on fines and infringements for 
Veolia’s existing operation over the past 5 years:

EPA / regulator actions & cautions for Veolia at Woodlawn Eco-Precinct (past 5 
years, ~Sep 2020 → Sep 2025)

Dates are the regulator publication /issue dates.

1. Official Caution — Department of Planning (26 Aug 2022)  
Official Caution issued to Veolia for using material classified as ENM as cover 
material (2019–20 reporting period) — department action under development 
consent. NSW Planning Portal

2. Prevention Notice — EPA (issued 9 May 2023, REG-3847) 
EPA issued a Prevention Notice relating to suspected environmentally 
unsatisfactory activities at the Crisps Creek intermodal facility and transfer vehicles 
(container leaks). (Public notice PDF). apps.epa.nsw.gov.au

3. Two Penalty Notices (total $30,000) — EPA media release (10 Aug 2023) 
Two penalty notices issued after detections/reports of waste (leachate) leaking from 
containers onto public roads during transfer between Crisps Creek and Woodlawn. 
EPA NSW

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/woodlawn-bioreactor-expansion?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apps.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/ViewPOEONotice.aspx?DOCID=-1&LICID=3505089&SYSUID=1&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/News/Media-Releases/2023/EPAMedia230810-EPA-issues-two-penalty-notices-to-Veolia-for-waste-offences?utm_source=chatgpt.com


4. Penalty — EPA ($30,000) for MBT licence breach (16 Jul 2024) 
EPA fined Veolia $30,000 for allegedly failing to comply with conditions of its 
Environment Protection Licence covering the Mechanical Biological Treatment 
(MBT) facility (leachate/compost pad issues). EPA NSW

5. Clean-Up Notice — EPA (issued 8 Oct 2024) 
EPA issued a Clean-Up Notice requiring Veolia to reduce leachate dam/freeboard 
levels and take remedial actions; Veolia later reported achieving required actions by 
Nov 2024. (Veolia site and EPA reporting reference this Clean-Up Notice). Veolia 
Australia and New Zealand+1

6. Penalty — EPA ($30,000) for leachate storage licence breach (27 Feb 2025) 
EPA media release: Veolia fined $30,000 for breaching an EPL condition relating to 
leachate storage at Woodlawn. EPA NSW+1

7. EPA requirement — surface & groundwater monitoring (22 Apr 2025) 
EPA required further surface and groundwater sampling/analysis after assessments 
identified potential seepage from onsite wastewater collection dams (public EPA 
media release). 

To conclude  
WtE does not encourage waste management or waste reduction, but encourages a lazy approach 
to waste - just burn it!


WtE is only profitable for the operator, everyone else loses!

The current waste management provider has a poor history of managing risk to human health. 


WtE is a very high risk operation. Who can be trusted to manage the risks?


WtE has many high risk to human health as well as our vital food supply and rotational risk to 
Australia’s Agricultural export industry.


WtE has potential to seriously negatively impact the health of all Australians for generations to 
come. 

We elect our Governments to plan for and protect us and our future.


Thank you for taking the time to read my submission and for prohibiting WtE technology in NSW 
and for influencing other States to do the same. 

Ian Anderson   

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/News/Media-Releases/2024/EPAMedia240716-Veolia-issued-%2430000-penalty-for-licence-breach?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.anz.veolia.com/sites/g/files/dvc2011/files/document/2025/01/27%20Nov-%20Veolia_Woodlawn%20CLC%20Quarterly%20Presentation_1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.anz.veolia.com/sites/g/files/dvc2011/files/document/2025/01/27%20Nov-%20Veolia_Woodlawn%20CLC%20Quarterly%20Presentation_1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/news/epamedia/250227-veolia-fined-30-000-for-woodlawn-licence-breach?utm_source=chatgpt.com

