Submission
No 35

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Name:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

Name suppressed

25 September 2025




I am writing this letter as a formal objection to the proposed waste-to-energy incinerator for Parkes.

As a father of children who attend Parkes Christian School, and a fifth-generation landholder and farmer
with a property located within 30 km of the proposed site, I feel compelled to strongly oppose this
project.

I am extremely concerned about the potential health risks associated with this incinerator. The damage
these toxic emissions could cause to the people of Parkes and surrounding areas may not become evident
until it is too late. My children attend school within 5 km of the site and spend a great deal of time in
the township of Parkes. I do not want them — or anyone else — exposed to constant, low-level toxins.
People already living with chronic respiratory conditions will be most at risk. This region belongs to
the people of Parkes, not the rubbish of Sydney.

Another major concern is the impact on agriculture. Studies from around the world have shown elevated
levels of dioxins, PFAS, and heavy metals in nearby soil and water around similar incineration facilities.
These substances affect food quality, market access, land values, and regional reputation. Why would
this facility be proposed in the middle of a prime agricultural area that generates close to $5 billion per
year? Why does the government consider this a risk worth taking, when most other regions — except
Parkes, Lithgow, Goulburn, and Richmond Valley — have deemed it far too risky?

This facility is intended to operate 24/7, with an annual throughput of 600,000 to 1.2 million tonnes.
Australia’s EPA standards for emissions are four times less stringent than European standards — and
yet even in Europe, alarming levels of dioxins, PFAS, and heavy metals have been recorded around
similar sites. This is deeply concerning. Can we not learn from the mistakes of other countries?

One major question I have — and one that I believe remains unanswered — is: where will the bottom
ash and fly ash be disposed of? Basic calculations suggest that 10—25% of total throughput will result
in toxic waste. From 600,000 to 1.2 million tonnes, this equates to a massive amount of waste requiring
safe disposal. Spreading this material around the country in road base, for example, is a sure way to
contaminate water systems and farmland across the region.

From a business standpoint, no one in their right mind would submit a tender for such a project without
knowing exactly where every last gram of byproduct will go, and how much it will cost to dispose of.
What is going to be done with it?

I strongly believe this incinerator will damage Parkes' reputation and drive people away — including
essential professionals such as doctors, teachers, and principals. Why would they want to live and work
near an industrial incinerator?

I urge you to reject this proposal. The health and safety of our people, environment, agricultural
industry, and local businesses must be protected at the highest level. This waste-to-energy plant
represents a significant risk to all of that. A large portion of the Parkes community stands firmly against
this project and expects the NSW Government, our local members, and the councilors we elected to
listen to our concerns and stand up for us.

Sincerely,





