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Dear Committee, 

 

Thank you for raising and examining this important proposal, which has the potential to greatly benefit 

the community. Your consideration could provide much-needed support to many people during this 

difficult period of housing affordability. 

This year, I have been deterred from pursuing the construction of a second dwelling on my land due to 

the current framework, which I find too rigid and restrictive. It does not adequately support many 

practical scenarios or allow for more efficient use of land. 

I support the following proposed changes: 

Removal of dwelling size restrictions: This would enable housing for an entire family, not just a single 

person or caretaker. 

Removal of proximity requirements: Allowing the second dwelling to be separate from the primary 

residence would make the proposal more appealing, as it would provide greater privacy. 

Ability to use the second dwelling as the primary residence: This would incentivize current 

landowners—especially those with aging homes—to build new dwellings while renting out the existing 

structure, rather than opting for a full knockdown and rebuild. 

Allowance for supporting infrastructure: It’s important that adequate provisions are made for 

driveways, septic systems, water storage, bins, and potentially sheds or carports. 

I agree with the Chair of the Committee, John Ruddick, that the removal of these restrictions would 

greatly increase the appeal for landholders to invest in second dwellings. If you “just let us build,” we 

can all contribute to easing the financial burden on the broader population by freeing up more land for 

more housing. 

 

Kind regards 

Luke 


