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As a rural landholder I have been astounded that local government has prohibited the use of second 

dwellings on rural property. There are many properties that have an older dwelling that is perfectly 

habitable, however new owners have elected to build a new home, leaving the old building intact. Under 

current rules it is illegal for another family to live in the older house. With the current housing crisis in 

mind it seems ridiculous to have a perfectly functional house stand vacant. 

If rural landholders could construct another dwelling on their property and have someone either live in 

the old house or rent out the new one, I'm sure many would do exactly that, especially if the huge cost 

impost of subdivision and council approvals were waived. 

In another more personal experience, my Son and his family purchased a rural property of about 40 

acres off the then Roads and Traffic Authority, which had been split into halves by the construction of 

the M1 motorway at Tweed Heads/Cudgen area. One half of the property has a renovated home, 

however the other 20 acres is completely separated by the highway and they are unable to build a second 

dwelling without subdivision which is not permitted under the current 100acre minimum and is hugely 

cost prohibitive under current circumstances. 

There are many more other rural landholders I'm sure, that have similar issues. 

A second dwelling on acreage land would assist in the housing crisis of today and also bolster the 

incomes of many struggling families. 

I for one would be interested in the construction of an additional dwelling on my property if the rules 

were such that it was achievable without the extreme costs associated with approvals and red tape. 

Thank you for your consideration of this submission, 

Yours sincerely, 

 




