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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy from Waste Incineration in Regional NSW

On behalf of Donut Waste — a WA-based social enterprise promoting sustainable living and circular
economy practices

I am writing on behalf of Donut Waste, a social enterprise that actively educates communities and
supports businesses to transition to net zero. Our work focuses on waste reduction, reuse, and circular
economy initiatives.

We strongly object to the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste incineration project.

Incineration is a false solution that:

- Undermines waste reduction and recycling by locking communities into long-term waste contracts
instead of driving genuine waste avoidance.

- Threatens health and environment through toxic emissions, soil and water contamination, and the
ongoing risks for agriculture and regional communities.

- Unfairly burdens regional NSW with Sydney’s waste, creating inequities in health protections and
exposing local residents to risks that would not be accepted in metropolitan areas.

- Contradicts global best practice, as many countries are now phasing out thermal energy from waste
technologies in favour of proven alternatives.

Australia should be investing in:

- Waste reduction at the source

- Reuse and repair systems

- Community-scale circular economy initiatives

- Modern recycling and composting infrastructure

Energy from Waste incineration is a step backwards—it delays innovation and damages trust in genuine
sustainable solutions.

Recommendation: We urge the Government to reject the Parkes project and prioritise investment in
waste avoidance, reuse, repair, and recycling that strengthen local communities, protect health, and
support regional economic growth.





