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Dear Committee Members, 
 
We are writing to request that two lawful dwellings be approved on RU2 properties in the Tweed 
Shire.   
 
Our family is committed to living together as a multigenerational household on our six-acre 
property, zoned RU2. This arrangement allows us to share resources, provide care across 
generations, and live sustainably in a way that reduces environmental impact. By co-locating, 
we minimise travel, share utilities, grow food, and operate with a footprint that is 
significantly lower than if we were split across multiple separate residences. 
 
Legal recognition of two buildings as dwellings would provide the following: 
 
1. Support multigenerational living – allowing grandparents, parents, and children to 
remain close while maintaining appropriate privacy and independence. 
 
2. Promote sustainability – shared infrastructure, renewable energy use, and food 
production on our land ensure we are operating well below the average household carbon 
Footprint. 
 
3. Respond to the housing crisis – with severe shortages nationwide, it is counterproductive 
to restrict viable, existing housing stock simply because of zoning or historical use-class 
Distinctions. 
 
4. Maximise existing infrastructure – the buildings, access, utilities, and services are 
already in place, requiring no additional land take, environmental degradation, or strain on 
local services. 
 
We believe our situation reflects a broader challenge facing many rural families: alleviate 
housing pressures are restricted by outdated approvals. 
 
Allowing two dwellings for housing would not only strengthen our family unit into the future, but 
also align with national goals around housing supply, sustainable living, and climate- 
conscious development. 
 
We respectfully ask the Committee to support reform that permits two dwellings. Doing so would 
enable us, and families like ours, to live responsibly on the land while contributing to housing 
solutions in a time of national need. 
 
Thank you for considering our submission. 

  
  

 
 




