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To: Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform 

From:  Rural Landowner, Lansdowne NSW 

Date: 16/09/2025 

Introduction 

I write as the owner of rural property at , and as someone 

who is directly affected by the restrictions on building additional dwellings on rural land. My 

submission is made in the hope that planning reforms will allow families like mine to live closer to and 

care for our parents while maintaining our connection to the land and the rural economy. 

Our Family’s Situation 

We own and manage our property in Lansdowne, while also supporting my parents who live on a 

larger rural property in Lorne where we adjist cattle and carry out ongoing land management tasks. 

Alongside this, my fiancé and I care for his mother’s property in Lorne. 

These properties all require continual maintenance, including pump repairs, septic system upkeep, 

paddock slashing, and fencing. This work falls to us as our parents age. 

Challenges We Face 

We currently travel over an hour each way to maintain these properties. When urgent issues arise, 

we are often travelling late at night or very early in the morning, sometimes with our 18-month-old 

son in tow. 

My mother-in-law is an amputee, lives alone, and does not drive. She relies heavily on us for daily 

support, transport to appointments, and emergencies. 

Despite our willingness to continue this care, the distance is unsustainable and places significant 

strain on our young family. 

Barriers in the Current System 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council does allow for secondary dwellings on rural land, but the 

restrictions make them unworkable in practice: 

• 100 metre proximity rule: No family wants to live within 100 metres of another dwelling in a 

rural context where space and privacy are fundamental. 

• Proportional size limit: Both existing houses on the family properties are small, which makes 

the allowable secondary dwelling too small to be functional for a family household. 

• Inability to subdivide: means if we sell our property we can’t stay in the property market 

and fear we will fall behind.  

These rules fail to reflect modern realities of rural living, sustainability, and family care obligations. 

Why Reform Matters 

Allowing us to live closer to our parents would: 

• Enable multigenerational living and reduce reliance on aged care and external childcare. 

• Ensure the ongoing management of rural land, including cattle adjistment and sustainable 

farming practices. 



• Provide affordable and independent housing for younger families while respecting the rights 

of older family members to remain in their homes. 

• Reduce the stress and travel burden currently experienced by families like ours. 

With today’s sustainable, off-grid building technologies, families can create sensitive, self-contained 

dwellings that do not place additional strain on infrastructure or the environment. 

Conclusion 

I urge the Committee to recommend reforms that: 

• Allow rural subdivision for residential dwellings.  

• Remove or amend the 100 metre proximity requirement for secondary dwellings. 

• Remove proportional dwelling size requirements that make second dwellings impractical. 

• Provide more flexible, affordable, and timely approval pathways for families seeking to live 

on rural land to support ageing relatives and care for working properties. 

I submit this with my full heart as an exhausted daughter, daughter-in-law, mother, and land manager 

who is striving to honour family commitments while building a sustainable future. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 




