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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW) 

From: May Woods, Retired Farmer, Parkes NSW 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

I write to you as a retired farmer now living in a retirement village not far from the proposed Energy-from-

Waste (EfW) incinerator site in Parkes. I am very concerned about the impact this facility will have on our 

community and hope my submission is taken very seriously. 

 

I strongly oppose the proposed Parkes EfW incinerator for the following reasons: 

 

1. Human Health Risks 

Having a waste incinerator located so close to the township of Parkes places residents at risk. Toxic 

emissions, including dioxins, are known to have long-term impacts on human health. As someone 

who has lived and worked in this region my entire life, I worry deeply about what these emissions 

could mean for our community, especially future generations. 

2. Environmental and Agricultural Impacts 

The Parkes district has long been recognised as a strong agricultural region. Any contamination from 

incinerator emissions threatens not only the health of our environment but also the quality and 

reputation of our farming industries. 

3. Waste Transport and Regional Burden 

It does not make sense to transport hundreds of thousands of tonnes of Sydney’s waste hundreds of 

kilometres inland to Parkes for incineration. If the process is as “safe” as proponents claim, why is it 

not being built closer to Sydney, where the waste is generated? Parkes should not be expected to 

become Sydney’s dumping ground. 

4. Housing and Community Pressure 

The project has been described as requiring up to 400 construction workers. Parkes already faces 

housing shortages. An influx of this scale would leave fewer houses available for locals, driving up 

pressure on an already stretched housing market and making life harder for residents. 

5. Need for Alternative Waste Solutions 

Instead of turning to incineration, research and investment should be directed towards safer and 

more sustainable waste management solutions, such as recycling, composting, and circular 

economy initiatives. These approaches offer genuine long-term benefits without putting 

communities and farmland at risk. 

6. Community Voice and Representation 

The people of Parkes elected our leaders and councillors to represent us and listen to our concerns. 

Many in the community have voiced strong opposition to this project, yet it feels as though our 

voices are being ignored. 

 

For all these reasons, I urge the Committee to reject this proposal outright. Parkes should not be burdened 

with Sydney’s waste, nor should our health, environment, and way of life be jeopardised. 

Thank you for considering my submission. 

Sincerely, 

May Woods 

Parkes, NSW 


