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I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed Advanced Energy Recovery Centre (AERC) in Tarago,
New South Wales. While marketed as a sustainable solution, this project poses significant risks to our
environment, public health, and community well-being.

Environmental and Health Concerns

Burning 380,000 tonnes of waste annually—including plastics, metals, and industrial waste—will
release harmful pollutants such as dioxins, heavy metals, and greenhouse gases into the air. These
emissions can contaminate local waterways and agricultural land, threatening our food and water
supplies. The facility's proximity to the Sydney water catchment area raises serious concerns about
potential contamination of drinking water sources.

Scientific studies have shown that waste-to-energy incineration contributes to global warming and
climate change, emitting more greenhouse gases per unit of energy than coal, oil, or gas-fired power
plants.

Health Risks

The pollutants released by the incinerator can adversely affect the health of nearby residents,
particularly children, the elderly, and those with pre-existing health conditions. Exposure to these toxins
has been linked to respiratory problems, cardiovascular diseases, and certain cancers.

Community Impact

The facility's operation will lead to increased truck traffic, noise, and pollution, adversely affecting the
quality of life in Tarago and surrounding areas. There are also concerns about property devaluation,
which could have significant financial implications for local residents.

Greenwashing Concerns

Veolia promotes this facility as a "clean" or "sustainable" energy solution, but this is misleading.
Burning waste is not environmentally friendly; it generates toxins and greenhouse gases while
discouraging genuine recycling efforts. Presenting incineration as a green solution is a clear example of
greenwashing—benefiting corporate interests while imposing environmental and health costs on our
community.

Sustainable Alternatives

Instead of investing in waste incineration, resources should be directed toward proven, low-impact
solutions such as:

- Comprehensive recycling and composting programs.
- Waste reduction initiatives and community education.

- Investment in circular economy approaches that reuse and repurpose materials instead of burning
them.

For these reasons, I urge decision-makers to reject the Tarago waste-to-energy proposal. Our
community deserves safe, sustainable, and responsible waste management—not toxic incineration
marketed as "green."

Thank you for considering my submission.



