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Dear Sir/Madam,

| am a grandmother of fifteen grandchildren, thirteen are living in Parkes. | am also a
retired teacher and have taught at institutions within Parkes, including schools and
TAFE. | have also been second in charge and relieving Library Manager of the
Parkes Shire Libraries. My current role is to support the family by caring for
grandchildren before and after school so that both parents can work, and | also do all
the accounting and computer work for our rural contracting business.

My husband is still working at 70 as a rural contractor, muleser, sheep classer, and
master wool classer for local properties. My husband and | have lived in Parkes for
22 years. 5 of our 6 children and their children work and live in Parkes. The areas in
which our children and their spouses are working include schools, the Council,
Neighbourhood Central as an Accountant, farming, diesel mechanics, local retail,
hospitals as radiographers, and social workers within Parkes and its surrounding
communities. | have also moved my elderly parents from Sydney to Parkes so | can
care for them in their own home; they, too, are rate payers. All our children own their
own homes and have married residents whose families have been in Parkes and the
district for generations. We are active members of a local church and are very
engaged in caring for the community. We have a long-term investment in this
community.

| am writing to oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste incinerator and to
share my concerns and the impact of this facility on our family and the whole
community.

Primary concern is for the health of our family and the community, particularly as 5 of
our 15 grandchildren attend PCS, which is within the 10km radius of the site of the
Parkes Energy from Waste incinerator, as is our own home. We also have
daughters who are planning on having more children, so we have additional
concerns for the long-term health impact on both mother and unborn children. This
concern is the toxic emissions of dioxins and fine particles. We have asthma in the
family, and already if neighbours have burnt plastics, it has had a severe impact on
the ability to breathe for several members of the family, let alone on the scale being
proposed. Additionally, the vulnerability of elderly parents who have asthma.

We have concerns for our primary food producers who surround Parkes. Soil
contamination would render cereal and animal livestock unable to be sold, even the
suspicion of this would render livings destroyed and land made worthless to sell and
to reestablish elsewhere, as the sale of homes would be unable to happen. In an
area that is a huge producer of both cereal and animal produce that help feed our
nation and adds to our overseas exports, it is reckless to jeopardise this. Particularly
as our own local government has been so proactive with waste management, and
then to put onto this local community Sydney’s rubbish for disposal is irresponsible in
the extreme.

We are also greatly concerned for local businesses, schools, and health care
facilities. We already have issues with getting people to cross the mountains to come
and work in the area; this would kill any chance of attracting new people. Add to that



those in the community who are in a position to move and who have clearly said they
would be leaving if this proposal goes ahead, and it would kill Parkes as a thriving
town. Those of us who would not have the option to leave because of land and
house prices being reduced due to lack of demand are looking at suffering health
issues due to dioxins, which display in different people in all kinds of ways, not a
pleasant prospect.

While specific health risks have not been cited, the writer has investigated and
spoken with doctors and scientists within the community, which has heightened the
writer's alarm at this proposal. There is much concern within our family and our
community over this issue. Just drive around town and see how many have put up
signs and are actively attending town meetings. The impact on the mental health of
the community is huge, let alone if this proposal goes ahead.

| ask that this proposal be rejected to protect the health, future livelihoods, mental
health, and economic well-being of the Parkes community, so that this community no
longer feels unsafe.

Thank you for your time and consideration of the concerns | have expressed, and |
respectfully request a written response addressing my concerns.

Kind regards,

Andrea Lovell





