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Hello, 

I am a local farmer growing crops such as canola, wheat, barley, triticale, lupins, oats, 
hay and producing prime lambs. 

I have lived in the Parkes Shire my whole life. 

We have properties near the proposed incinerator site. 

I’m writing to oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste Incinerator. 

Parkes Shire and the surrounding shires are major food producers. This project will 
threaten our clean air, water and soil quality.  

Contamination, as well as any perceived risk, threatens our agricultural sector and 
waterways. Who will pay for soil and water testing, Parkes Shire Council or the NSW 
State Government?  

We will also need to be supplied with drinking and washing water, if there is any sign of 
contamination and who will pay, Parkes Shire Council or NSW State Government? 

Who will compensate us for decreased property values? 

Thermal Energy from Waste is prohibited in NSW, except for four regions and the ACT, 
due to health risks and is being phased out overseas. 

Placing such a project in Parkes, does not eliminate the risk, it just redirects the risk to a 
population perceived to be of lesser value, visibility and political power, which is 
absolutely appalling. 

Why are the EPA laws being relaxed so this facility can go ahead? Monitoring is required 
at startup, four times a year for the first year and then once a year. The incinerator 
should be monitored 24/7. 

Why does this project have to be funded by foreign investment [Tribe Infrastructure 
Group], shouldn’t it be financed by Australian money? 

All the waste is being transported from Sydney by rail. Due to Parkes’s position on the 
rail network, how long before waste from Brisbane and Melbourne will be delivered 
here? Then, Parkes will be able to claim the title of The Rubbish Tip of Australia, which is 
not what we want. 

In 2020 the Parkes Activation Precinct was announced, to place new businesses at the 
land acquired by NSW State Government. These businesses were to be an abattoir, 
feedlot, airport to transport local produce direct to Asia and a recycle facility and no 
mention of a WASTE INCINERATOR was ever mentioned. 

Parkes deserves sustainable, safe industries and investments, that drive economic 
growth and add value to our agricultural sector, not a toxic waste incinerator. 



I  strongly urge you to reject this proposal and choose a safer, healthier future for Parkes. 
Our community deserves better than being treated as a dumping ground. Please listen 
to the people, we are saying no to this incinerator. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I respectfully request a written 
response addressing my concerns. 

Regards, 

Graeme Somers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




