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10 September 2025 
 
 
The Legislative Council 
Select Committee 
Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 
 
 
 Dear Chair  
 
I request that my name and address NOT be 
published, thank you. 
 
Terms of reference: My submission will be a mix of 
a few items that I fear overlap. I can only address 
items in my style of written word.  
 
I am here to ask you to take into consideration my 
submission and objections towards allowing 
incineration operation within Australia and 
especially the country town of Parkes and NSW. 
Thank you for taking time to set up this inquiry and 
learn about our fears and concerns regarding 
Incineration (waste to energy).  
 
I am connected to Parkes by birth and class 
myself as being a third generation of a large family 
who has ties to the region dating back to the 
colonial settlement era, with my forbears arriving 



via free settlement into Australia and living across 
the Central West region for decades. 
 
Thus, I feel compelled to submit a response to 
Australia moving to this method of waste disposal. 
I am deeply opposed to Incineration plants being 
regulated for regional areas across our vast land 
because the environmental and health implications 
especially in rural regions like my hometown of 
Parkes due to the toxicity of fly ash emissions from 
burning plastic products which creates Dioxins and 
furans (forever chemicals) which over time could 
and will threaten our health, of people and the 
viable food resources within the food chain that 
lies within the area of this project and across a 
wide range of these precincts. The threat is real. 
  
The government banned incinerators and back 
yard burning years ago due to healthcare along 
with emissions being harmful to human health 
regardless of the type of waste being burnt. It is 
my option that now we have a lot more dangerous 
chemicals within plastics in our red rubbish bins, 
and I believe the filter systems within the furnace 
industry have not advanced where they capture 
100% of the fly ash. They allow 10% of toxicity ash 
to escape into the environment via the stack, non-
stop across the day and night. I am led to believe 
that the incineration plant will be continuously in 
operation for up at least a 30 to 40-year life span. 



 
I reviewed the plants being cited by the Parkes 
Shire Mayor, (Paris) which was last updated in 
2005—20 years ago. I am unsure how up to date 
this technology is or if there have been new 
improvements. Each of the Tribe overseas 
proponent I have listen or talked to regarding the 
Parkes development has referenced old waste to 
energy plants that are over 10 to 20 years old in 
most cases.  
 
The Tribe development Director Andrew Smith has 
stated in an NSW conference video that the ash 
created from burning rubbish is TOXIC (Reference 
is from a YouTube video Coffs Waste Conference 
2024 and the statement is at time stamp: 14:38  
 
Also I have heard both from Ken Keith (A long 
standing Parkes Mayor who resigned his position 
in 2023) who went on national radio talking about 
the planned plant for Parkes and a Shane Kilby 
who spoke from the Farmers’ Federation floor at 
the 2025 conference both quote that there are 
Dixons (Known as forever chemicals) leaving the 
stack at a rate of 0.1 per cubic meter for every 1 
ton of waste that is burnt, across the life of the 
operations, which is going to be burning red bin 
waste on the scale of 24/7 - 7 days a week for 30 
plus years. An estimated 600,000 tons per year in 
the first stage but could over time become 2.2 



million tons of Sydney waste if the waste streams 
keep piling up at the current rate. 
 
I would like to bring to your attention the health 
impacts of continuity breathing damaging toxic 
emissions 24/7 - 7 days a week over years and 
years. I want to highlight diseases relating to auto 
immune blood type illness e.g.: Pernicious 
anaemia. A common symptom is fatigue and 
weakness, resulting in the flow of the blood not 
being able to get enough oxygen, so shortness of 
breath is one of the major symptoms. These sorts 
of auto immune illness types could be majorly co 
promised by breathing even the smallest intake of 
toxicity it could add to the excessive fatigue, along 
with neurological damage. This is an untested area 
in relation to effects of emissions. Another area 
within the autoimmune catalogue is skin issues 
like Eczema and other less known complaints 
Lichen planus and Lichen sclerosis, to name just 
two others that are less know skin complaints 
where no research has taken place of people living 
around such a continuing large scale of 
incineration with these under an emissions stack 
burning waste of unknown origins from the Greater 
Sydney and beyond continuously. 
 
How will these kind of illness be affected. Are you 
the government even aware of the impact these 
emissions could oppose to those living with 



autoimmune illness long term as I can't find any 
actual studies for or against the impacts as they 
relate to blood and autoimmune disorders.   
 
These diseases are not a commonly known 
disorder within the mainstream medical arena, and 
most require specialist in their field to manage but 
they are starting to become more prevalent within 
the community due to the vegan uptake within our 
citizens and communities due to their personal 
concerns relating to health and eating choice, 
resulting in a lot more B12 vitamin deficiency that 
can result in autoimmune incidents.  
 
Treatment is injections for life for Pernicious 
Anaemia but dealing with fatigue and breathing 
issues regularly with any type of blood issue must 
be a major health concern, for those in charge of 
compacting cost of rising health costs and the 
government agencies.  
 
In the Parkes Champion Post announcement in 
April 2025 for the development, this statement 
'Councillors and Council's executive management 
team met with representatives from Parkes energy 
recovery prior to the monthly meeting on the 18th 
of March 2025, where questions and concerns on 
health, air emissions and the environment were 
raised, as 1) The Councillors had concerns.         



2) The councillors took those health concerns to 
the Parkes energy recovery team.  
 
Which health authorities did they consult and what 
were their recommendations. Personally, I referred 
to the NSW Health online site and found that the 
NSW Health had grave concerns about Pfas and 
Dioxins because they could impact human health  
 
Knowing they are banned in other areas due to 
concerns about the impact on health and reading 
these health impacts is not a reassurance. It is 
why I am here today writing to this inquiry.   
 
Today I read, 18 August 2025 on the ABC Just in 
(online) in a story were the Australian Senate have 
a forum dedicated to an inquiry relating to the 
health impacts of PFAS along with confirming that 
PFAS was detected in Sydney’s tap water. And 
another story on this site also today relating to 
commination of the Belubula river. Allowing the 
incineration of waste production to spread out and 
over the landscape is your responsibility. You the 
government body can stop the destruction of 
health of the unknown impacts to autoimmune 
compromised people further by not allowing this 
sort of industry to take over the regional area. 
 
As part of the NSW government in charge, you 
have a duty of care for all Australia and it's people 



to keep us free of threats such as these, all we ask 
is to live in a fresh environment without harm and I 
am putting my trust in you to think along those 
lines when you decide regarding my health and 
others involved with breathing toxicity over years 
from the risks involved with burning waste at huge 
volumes for the life of the plant operations.  I also 
feel that I as a member of this country, I should 
have the same rights as my city counterparts in 
being able to live a life of fresh air and in the 
landscape of my choice, being a country girl at 
heart and not suffer the burden of having a waste 
incinerator as part of my environment.  
 
Health is my main concern regarding burning 
waste, but I also would like to mention, that I can't 
understand why this is being put into a known food 
resource area. I worry if we have an incident like 
either covid or even war when we have destroyed 
one of our major food regions with toxicity, how will 
Australia handle the diminished down grading of 
the food stream and our standing on the world 
market could be a major concern, as it is held in 
high regard, yet government is on a pathway that 
could tip that balance of regard on edge. I also 
would point out that as a tourist region this may 
have impacts, that people may not want to dance 
the Elvis beat nor visit the famous Radio 
Telescope, (The Dish) and breathe toxicity.   
 



To combat the ongoing need for landfill I think the 
government could turn to alternate methods of 
disposal via the true circular economy, starting with 
reduction programs just like in Forbes a local town 
close to the town of Parkes where there is this 
fabulous company called Top Soil who has 
embraced the circular method of Fogo method to 
create soil from organic waste material and I also 
saw on a news article where this company in 
Melbourne was using old clothes that were well 
passed their use to felt and create underfloor 
carpet underlay. There are so many alternative 
methods to Reuse, repurpose and recycle before 
disposal. We the people of Australia need to look 
at better management of packaging and the 
wasteful ways we have contributed to this WASTE 
problem. I would love to see NSW Government 
stand up to corporations and ban single use 
plastics, they are an environmental hazard.  
 
Thank you for caring and your consideration in my 
submission of opposition to a waste to energy 
incinerator precinct anywhere in Australia, but 
especially in the Parkes region.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 




