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My name is Judy Conroy. I am 71 years old and have lived in the Parkes area my entire life. Together with 

my husband, I run a farm. I would like to thank the committee for the opportunity to provide a submission to 

this inquiry into Energy-from-Waste. 

I wish to state clearly that I am opposed to Energy-from-Waste incineration in New South Wales. 

I find it deeply concerning that Parkes has been singled out as one of the four allowable areas for these 

facilities when they are not permitted in Sydney, the rest of NSW, or the ACT. If Energy-from-Waste is too 

risky for metropolitan areas, it is unfair and unjust to expect regional communities to deal with Sydney’s 

rubbish. Regional people deserve the same health and environmental protections as city residents. 

I am particularly concerned about the toxic bottom ash and the contaminants that will be emitted from the 

incinerator stack. As farmers, we are already subject to strict regulations to ensure Australia maintains its 

clean, green image. Everything from our wool, meat, and grains depends on that reputation. This proposal 

could put all of that in jeopardy. Even the perceived risk of contamination would damage our markets and 

add stress to farmers who are already under enormous pressure from rising costs of fuel, fertiliser, and 

chemicals. 

Parkes does not have the capacity to deal with the health pressures this facility could create. We already face 

a severe shortage of doctors, with waits of up to three weeks for an appointment, or else a 250 km round trip 

to Dubbo or Orange to see a GP. Our schools are also struggling, with the local high school often unable to 

find teachers to fill in when staff are sick. These existing strains make it irresponsible to add a facility that 

risks further health impacts. 

I also question the justification of transporting Sydney’s waste over 550 kilometres to Parkes. This 

undermines the principle of managing waste as close as possible to where it is generated and adds 

unnecessary transport emissions. 

Finally, our community was not properly consulted on this proposal. Many feel that the guise of COVID 

restrictions was used to push the project further through the process without genuine community 

engagement. This has left us feeling ignored and excluded from decisions that will directly affect our health, 

livelihoods, and environment. 

For all these reasons, I strongly urge the Inquiry to recommend against Energy-from-Waste incineration in 

Parkes and across regional NSW. 

Sincerely, 

Judy Conroy 

 


