Submission
No 16

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Name:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

Mr Jack Woods
5 September 2025




Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this Inquiry.

My name is Jack Woods and I live in the Parkes district on my family's farm. I wish to state my clear
opposition to the proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) incinerator at Parkes.

My concerns are as follows:

1.

Lack of Genuine Consultation

The first many of us in the community heard about this project was earlier this year. There has been
no broad or meaningful consultation with local residents, farmers, or businesses. A development of
this scale, with such far-reaching impacts, should not be advanced without proper community input
and transparency.

Threats to Agriculture

Parkes and the surrounding region are strong agricultural producers. The risk of pollution—whether
real or perceived—threatens the clean reputation of our food and fibre products. Market access is
increasingly sensitive to environmental standards, and an incinerator of this scale could undermine
the viability of farms and businesses that have supported this district for generations.

Inequity and Double Standards

Energy-from-Waste facilities are banned in metropolitan NSW and in the ACT because of
recognised health and environmental risks. Yet somehow it is considered acceptable to site one in
Parkes. This creates a clear double standard that treats regional communities as less worthy of
protection than city residents. That is inequitable and unfair.

Inappropriate Location and Water Security Risks

The proposed site is surrounded by residents who rely entirely on rainwater tanks for drinking water.
Even low levels of toxic emissions or fallout could directly contaminate household water supplies,
putting families at risk. This is an unacceptable hazard that should not be overlooked.

For these reasons, I strongly oppose the Parkes EfW proposal. It places undue health, environmental, and
economic burdens on our community and is inconsistent with the protections afforded to metropolitan areas.

I urge the Committee to recommend against this facility and ensure regional communities are not treated as
dumping grounds for industries that others will not accept.

Sincerely,
Jack Woods



