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I appreciate the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry. 

My name is Brandon Woods. I live on a farm 20 kilometres west of Parkes, where I work alongside my 

parents and siblings on our family property, as well as at Westlime, a local lime manufacturing business 

located around 4 kilometres from the proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) incinerator site. Westlime has 

been a cornerstone of the Parkes region for decades, supplying high-quality lime products to the agricultural, 

environmental, and construction sectors across New South Wales & interstate. It is both a significant local 

employer and an important contributor to the regional economy. 

I wish to state clearly that I am opposed to the proposed Energy-from-Waste facility in Parkes. 

My opposition is based on several key concerns: 

1. Health and Safety Risks 

Working at Westlime means I would be in close daily proximity to the incinerator. I am deeply 

worried about the potential health impacts from toxic emissions, including fine particulate matter 

(PM2.5), heavy metals, dioxins, and other pollutants that are known to be released from these 

facilities. No safe level of exposure to some of these substances has been established, and long-term 

exposure can increase risks of cancer, respiratory disease, and other serious health issues. 

2. Agricultural Industry and Market Access 

Parkes and the surrounding district are strongly agricultural, producing food and fibre that must meet 

strict market standards. Any contamination risks—real or perceived—pose a direct threat to market 

access for farmers. International buyers are increasingly sensitive to environmental and 

contamination issues, and the presence of a large-scale waste incinerator could jeopardise our 

region’s agricultural reputation. 

3. Lack of Proper Consultation 

The first I heard about this proposal was in March this year. To date, there has been no genuine, 

broad-based community consultation. Many residents, workers, and farmers in the immediate area 

are still unaware of the scale and nature of the project. A development of this magnitude, with such 

far-reaching risks, should never proceed without transparent consultation and the informed consent 

of the community. 

4. Double Standards in Regulation 

This type of industry is prohibited in metropolitan areas of NSW and in the ACT due to recognised 

health and safety risks. Yet somehow, it is being proposed in a regional community like Parkes. It is 

unacceptable that rural and regional people are being treated as second-class citizens when it comes 

to public health and environmental protection. 

In conclusion, I strongly oppose the proposed Energy-from-Waste incinerator in Parkes. This project poses 

unacceptable risks to the health and safety of workers, residents, and farming families like mine. It also 

threatens the long-term future of our agricultural industry, which depends on clean air, healthy soils, and 

strong market confidence. 

Allowing such a facility to operate in regional NSW, while it is prohibited in metropolitan areas and the 

ACT, sends a clear message that rural communities are being treated as less deserving of protection. That is 

not fair, and it is not acceptable. 

Our region has built its reputation on clean, safe, and sustainable production, with industries like Westlime 

supporting both agriculture and the broader economy. An incinerator on this scale undermines that 

reputation and places our livelihoods at risk for the sake of Sydney’s waste problem. 

I therefore urge the committee to reject this proposal outright. Regional NSW should not be asked to bear 

the health, environmental, and economic risks of a project that city residents are shielded from. 

Thank you for considering my submission. 



Sincerely, 

Brandon Woods 

 


