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To the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities

I hope this message finds you well. We are long-time residents of Parkes NSW, writing to express our
opposition to the proposed energy-from-waste incinerator being planned for the Parkes Special
Activation Precinct.

While we understand the potential benefits of this technology in addressing the waste crisis for Greater
Sydney, we believe there are several serious issues that need to be addressed.

- Firstly, if this technology isn’t considered safe for Sydney or the rest of NSW, how can it be deemed
safe for our community? Our children, our air, our soil, and our water are NOT dispensable. We are
concerned that Parkes and other regional areas are being asked to shoulder the burden of Sydney’s waste
crisis, using a technology that isn’t fit for larger urban areas or larger populations.

- We understand that Greater Sydney is projected to run out of key landfill capacity by 2030. It raises
the question of why this waste can’t be handled more effectively closer to the source, utilizing
alternative waste management strategies, where the environmental and logistical impact would be far
less. The added cost and emissions from transporting waste across such vast distances only serve to
make this project less sustainable.

- We’re deeply concerned about the ongoing monitoring and compliance of the facility should it go
ahead. Who will be responsible for ensuring the plant operates within safe limits? Will there be base-
line monitoring prior to commissioning of the facility, and will monitoring be done by an objective third
party, or someone with a financial interest in the project? If there is a breach — for example, if pollutant
levels during operation exceed what’s allowed — what are the repercussions? Can the contamination
of our air, soil, and water be undone?

- These incinerators are touted as energy generating facilities, however it appears that in reality, energy
production is only a convenient by-product, a ‘trojan horse’ used to push these projects through. How
much energy will this incinerator actually produce, and how will it benefit our community? Will the
energy be fed back into the power grid to help power our town? Will it reduce our energy bills? Or will
it only be used to power the incinerator itself, with no real benefit to the residents of Parkes? What
infrastructure is in place to utilize the energy produced, and will this truly provide any long-term value
to the local community?

- We understand the proposed facility will require a constant supply of water to enable the creation of
energy from steam - Parkes is a drought-prone area, reliant on neighbouring bore-fields for essential
water supply. How do they propose to maintain sufficient water to run the facility continuously, while
still protecting our community’s water supply from overuse?

- Will other businesses located in the Parkes SAP be exposed to harmful odours, gases, and pollutants
from the incinerator? This plant could potentially discourage new businesses from setting up in the
region, especially ‘green’ or organic agriculture/food-based businesses that are vital to the local
economy. The long-term economic impact on local businesses should be carefully considered. We,
along with many other businesses are already finding it difficult to source staff locally, so how do they
propose to attract and retain workers in a potentially dangerous environment? Will there be risks to
workers in terms of exposure to hazardous byproducts of the incineration process? How many ongoing
jobs will actually be created by the facility once it’s operational?

We operate a third-generation family business here in Parkes, and we have deep roots in this
community. However, if this proposal goes ahead, we believe it will seriously affect not only our
business but the future of our children and grandchildren here. We, along with several other long-time
local residents, are seriously considering moving away from Parkes if this project goes ahead. Do any
of the people making decisions regarding where these facilities are located actually live in or near the
communities deemed suitable for them? It appears those making the decisions are unwilling to risk the
health and wellbeing of their own communities for the sake of these projects, but are willing to sacrifice
ours.



We believe we need to take a step back and reassess whether this incinerator is truly in the best interest
of Parkes and its residents. This decision could have lasting effects on our community, and it’s crucial
that all concerns are thoroughly addressed before we move forward. We would love to see Sydney take
responsibility for managing this issue at the source, rather than burdening regional areas with their
waste, and all of the potential consequences.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our concerns. We look forward to receiving your written
response, and would be happy to discuss further if needed.

Best regards,





