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Dear Hon. Chair Overall and Hon. Members of the Committee, 

 

I am a long-term resident of Parkes and recently retired as a high school teacher after almost 30 years 

of teaching in Parkes and Forbes since moving here with my family from Sydney. 

The purpose of this submission is to voice my serious concerns about the potential long-term and short-

term health and environmental impacts of the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste incinerator. I am 

concerned about the effect of these impacts on my family and my fellow-residents. 

 

1. Risk to Prime Agricultural Industry 

To locate this facility in a prime agriculture-producing region, such as the Parkes Shire and surrounding 

districts, makes no sense at all. 

This facility brings significant threats to the long-term health and quality of life of the people of Parkes, 

as well as real threats to the quality of the clean air, water and soil that makes Parkes and surrounding 

districts such an important agricultural region. 

Even a perceived risk has the potential to devastate domestic and international export markets for our 

produce. 

 

2. Unacceptable and Inequitable Health and Environmental Risks to Residents of Parkes and the Central 

West of NSW 

We have been told that the technology behind the Energy from Waste incinerator is safe and that it will 

be monitored throughout the life of the facility. 

However, given the lack of transparency to date, I have little confidence that any adverse monitoring 

results will be readily shared with residents. 

In any case, it is illogical and dangerous to monitor for toxic emissions “after the horse has bolted”, i.e. 

once they have been released into the environment. 

It is simply not worth the risk. 

In any case, the incineration process will produce gases that will contribute to adverse climate change, 

with its own health and environmental concerns. 

We have also been told that this incinerator will produce energy. However, the net energy produced 

will be small given the large amount of energy required to incinerate the waste in the first place. 

Furthermore, the large amounts of energy required to transport the huge quantities of waste from Sydney 

to Parkes will further erode any energy benefits from the facility. 

In any case, the facility will require a constant supply of waste to fuel the incineration process and “feed 

the hungry beast”. This will be a disincentive to reduce waste in the first place, which should be a 

priority for the government, industry and residents. 

It is unfair that thermal Energy from Waste has been prohibited in NSW except in four regional areas, 

including Parkes. 

The long-term health and quality of life of the residents of Parkes and surrounding districts are just as 

important as those of the residents of Sydney. 

Your inquiry to look into the Parkes Energy from Waste incinerator is welcome, and I hope that the 

inquiry’s scope of reference is adequate and appropriate. 

However, with or without an inquiry, my over-riding concern above all my other concerns expressed 

above, is one inescapable fact. 



If this incinerator is as safe as the residents of Parkes have been led to believe, why isn’t it being built 

within the Sydney Basin, as was originally intended? 

To put this more plainly, given that this incinerator has already been rejected from several locations 

within Sydney on health and environmental grounds, how can the New South Wales Government justify 

the location of this Energy from Waste incinerator in Parkes? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Alexander Abbey 

 

 

 




