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RE: Opposition to the Proposed Waste-to-Energy Facility in Parkes 

 

My name is  and I live in Parkes, NSW. I am writing to oppose the waste-to-energy facility that 

has been proposed for our town. 

Parkes is not just a dot on the map. It is home to around 14,000 people, including families like mine 

who have invested everything into building a future here. We moved here because of the strong schools, 

the vibrant culture, and the welcoming community spirit. For many of us, this was the only place we 

could afford to buy a home and raise children in safety. 

 

The proposed incinerator threatens all of that. 

 

Why I Am Opposed 

 

Toxic ash and pollution: No safe plan has been provided for where the toxic ash will go. Incineration 

ash contains heavy metals, dioxins, and other harmful chemicals that could contaminate farmland, 

water, and air. 

Agriculture at risk: Parkes and surrounding areas are farming communities. Pollutants from incinerators 

can harm crops, soil, and livestock. Farming families could lose everything. 

Australia should be leading, not going backwards: Other countries are moving away from incinerators 

because of the harm they cause. Why are we spending money on a failed solution instead of investing 

in recycling, waste separation, and sustainable alternatives? 

Plastic waste is the real issue: It is shocking that businesses are allowed to keep selling so much plastic 

without being responsible for the waste it creates. Instead of forcing people to sort their rubbish and 

educating the public, this proposal takes the lazy option of burning it all—and making the problem 

worse. 

Unfair to Parkes: It feels deeply unfair that Sydney’s waste could end up in our backyards. Just because 

we are a smaller town does not mean we should carry the burden for a city’s rubbish. That is unethical 

and unjust. 

Health and safety: We have not been shown any evidence about how this facility will affect our health. 

Other incinerators around the world have been linked to cancer and respiratory illnesses. Are our 

children’s lives worth risking? 

Community damage: Businesses will leave. Families will move away. Parkes will lose the very qualities 

that make it such a good place to live. 

False promises: We have been here before. In 1990, an incinerator was proposed at Bogan Gate. People 

were told it was “state-of-the-art” and “safe.” Independent experts warned about toxic releases then, 

just as they are warning now. 

 

Final Thoughts 

This facility does not make our community safer, stronger, or more sustainable. It pollutes, divides, and 

damages. It gives people the illusion that waste “disappears,” when really it becomes toxic ash and 

dangerous emissions. 

 

Parkes deserves better. Australia deserves better. 

 



I urge Parliament to reject this proposal and instead invest in proper recycling, community education, 

and policies that hold businesses accountable for the waste they produce. 

I chose Parkes because it was a place where my family could thrive. Please do not take that away from 

us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Resident of Parkes, NSW 




