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Together with my family I operate a grazing farm at Bungonia NSW. The farm, Lumley Park, has been 

producing wool, lambs and mutton since 1824 so this is the 201st year of continuous operation. 

Unfortunately the plume of the proposed waste incinerator will impact our operation dumping pollutants 

including dioxins and heavy metals. The concentration of these pollutants will build up over time on a 

cumulative basis as they do not break down in the soil. Eventually they will be picked up in our sheep 

and detected by testing at slaughter. Our lamb goes into both the supermarket and export markets. 

Currently we sell approximately 4,000 lambs annually as well as sheep into the mutton market. This 

will be a disaster for us and many, many farming operations over a very large area. This of course does 

not even consider the deleterious consequences of inhalation of dioxins by the local inhabitants. 

Veolia must know there is no way they can guarantee that the incinerator will not generate and emit 

dioxins. Incineration of domestic garbage is one of only two ways known to produce these dioxins. 

Dioxins are potent carcinogens. Their presence in food obviously is a disaster. For example, in the US 

the Delaney clause in the USFDA laws prohibit any detectable concentration of a carcinogen. So there 

goes our lamb sales to the US! 

Veolia no doubt claim they have some very high level technology that will stop these pollutants. I would 

urge the committee to treat this as bullshit. Even if such technology existed the track record of the 

existing Tarago waste dump is appalling - I have driven through Tarago so many times where the smell 

is just vomit inducing whereas Veolia claim there is no odour from its operations and only the occasional 

glitch. Apparently these smells are a glitch in the operation. However when the glitch involves the 

generation and emission of dioxins over farming land the consequences go beyond a bad smell. Each 

and every operational failure will result in the fallout of dioxin and other unpleasant chemicals such as 

lead, cadmium and other heavy metals over farming land which will build up in the soil. Dioxins are 

very stable organic chemicals which do not break down in the soil. They just sit there and eventually 

will end up in the food chain. Some of the dioxin will leach into waterways which ends up in Sydney’s 

drinking water. 

This is a very dangerous proposal. If it were safe then it would be located at the source of the waste viz. 

Sydney. For years these domestic waste burning incinerators have been recognised as dangerous. For 

example, the incinerator located at Waterloo just 6km from Sydney’s CBD was demolished about 20 

years ago and others have been refused planning permission. It might seem a good solution to Sydney’s 

waste to hide this incinerator at Tarago but the consequence at some time in the future will be a big area 

currently producing lamb, mutton, beef, cereal crops, lucerne etc effectively sterilised for food 

production. It will be like the Parramatta river where Union Carbides 2,4,5-T manufacturing facilities 

in the 1960’s washed dioxins into the river causing fish mutations and all sorts of problems. Pesticide 

manufacturing and high temperature incineration of domestic waste are the two and only known routes 

to synthesis dioxins. A big mistake was made in the 1960’s at Rhodes. Don’t repeat it at Tarago in 2025. 

To the members of the committee: whatever you are told by Veolia they cannot guarantee there will 

never be dioxin emitted from their operation. It is synthesised in the incineration process and will be 

present in the waste ash and undoubtedly emitted from time to time. Disposal of the toxic ash is also a 

problem. There are many examples I can think of where mistakes have been made in Sydney which 

have had long impacts over generations. The Radium factory at Hunters Hill; a coal gas facility at 

Fivedock is less well known but caused a cluster of cancers. This is an opportunity NOT to go down 

this path. It would be cavalier to approve the incinerator. 

It is not the way to solve Sydney’s waste problem by causing a disaster for the next generation 

somewhere else and nuking excellent primary production land in Tarago, Bungonia and surrounding 

districts. Veolia may not be around when the shit hits the fan. Union Carbide had long since disappeared 

after another even bigger disaster in Bopol, India. 

I’d like to think the farming operation at Lumley Park could go on sustainably for another 200 years 

but the Veolia proposal is a real threat. 

 

Bill Dobbie 


