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Submission Regarding the Proposed Incinerator in Tarago, NSW 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed waste incinerator development in Tarago, NSW. 

As a local resident, I have serious concerns about the impacts this project will have on public health, 

our environment, and the future of our farming community. I also believe that the proponent, Veolia, 

has already demonstrated poor environmental management and a failure to uphold previous 

commitments to our community. 

Incinerators are known to emit toxic substances such as dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particulates — 

all of which pose serious health risks. These pollutants are linked to cancer, respiratory illness, 

neurological disorders, and developmental problems in children. I do not support a development that 

could endanger the health and wellbeing of my family or this community. 

The air quality in Tarago is already poor due to existing waste operations. Residents have been enduring 

foul smells for years, despite being promised by Veolia that odour and air quality issues would not 

occur. These promises have been broken. It is unacceptable to consider expanding operations to include 

incineration — a process that will only further degrade our air quality, add more pollutants to the 

atmosphere, and increase health risks for the people of Tarago. 

Recent reports have confirmed that local waterways are already polluted due to Veolia’s 

mismanagement of current waste operations. Rather than expanding their footprint, Veolia should be 

held accountable for this contamination and required to remediate the damage that has already occurred. 

If they cannot safely manage their existing responsibilities, they should not be entrusted with a far more 

hazardous facility. 

Tarago is a rural farming region, and our livelihoods depend on clean water and healthy soil. The risk 

of airborne toxins settling on our farmland, or leaching into our waterways, could devastate our crops, 

harm livestock, and make locally produced food unsafe. This is not just an environmental concern — it 

is a serious threat to our health, economy, and way of life. 

Many members of the community feel this project is being pushed forward without genuine 

consultation. Decisions of this magnitude must involve those who will be most affected. Our voices 

deserve to be heard and respected. 

The health of Tarago residents is already impacted by existing waste operations. Veolia has failed to 

uphold its commitments to protect air and water quality. Adding an incinerator will only worsen the 

situation, putting our families, farmland, and future at even greater risk. 

I urge the local government and planning authorities to reject this proposal and instead pursue 

sustainable, safe, and community-supported waste solutions. Tarago is not the right place for an 

incinerator — and it is certainly not the place for Sydney’s rubbish. We deserve clean air, clean water, 

and a safe environment to live and raise our families. 


