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To Whom It May Concern, 

Only recently, I completed cancer treatment. I felt extremely fortunate to have spent time at the cancer 

lodge in Orange and then return to my home in Forbes to recover in a healthy, peaceful environment. 

Living with COPD and asthma, I had come to appreciate the clean air and quiet that this region offers 

— until now. 

The proposed Waste-to-Energy (WtE) plant threatens that environment. This is a high-quality food-

producing region with no waste problem, yet it is being targeted to compensate for Sydney’s delayed 

and inadequate waste management. The plant will burn hundreds of thousands of tonnes of Sydney’s 

red bin waste each year, deliver toxic ash with no safe disposal plan, create less than one job per year 

over its potential 40+ year life, and will not provide electricity for local homes. The minimal local 

benefit does not come close to offsetting the enormous health, environmental, and social risks. 

I cannot and will not risk my health by staying in an area exposed to this project. My story reflects the 

concerns of countless residents who strongly oppose this plant. We are being asked to accept risk for 

the benefit of others, while our voices of concern are ignored. Those pushing for this project or 

remaining silent without addressing the very real health, environmental, and economic impacts are 

complicit in putting our community at risk. 

I moved here 17 years ago to work in education and have put down roots intending to stay long-term. I 

cherish the quiet sunsets and clean air — a peace that will be lost if smoke, steam, and chimneys become 

part of our horizon. Our community, our health, and our land deserve leaders who listen, take 

responsibility, and protect us from this reckless proposal. 

I urge members of parliament to oppose this project, act decisively, and ensure the voices of residents 

and the health of our region are prioritised over the interests of distant investors or political expediency. 

Yours sincerely, 

 




