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To the Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform 

 

We write in strong support of reforms that would make it easier for rural landowners to build second 

dwellings on their properties. 

Our family has elderly parents, and we would like to live closer together to provide care, share 

responsibilities, and foster stronger family interaction. Current planning restrictions make this 

unnecessarily difficult and costly. Enabling secondary dwellings in rural areas would provide a practical 

and compassionate solution to the challenges facing many families like ours. 

In the Tweed Shire, many properties are prone to flooding. Living closer to, or on the same property as, 

elderly farmers means we can respond more quickly in emergencies. When families are able to live 

together, the community as a whole becomes more resilient and better positioned to support neighbours 

when essential services cannot respond immediately. 

Beyond our own situation, we see clear benefits for the wider community: 

• Supporting ageing in place – Elderly parents can remain on their land and within their communities, 

reducing the need for early entry into aged care facilities. 

• Strengthening families – Multigenerational living encourages daily interaction, care, and support, 

which improves wellbeing for both older and younger generations. 

• Affordable housing – A streamlined approval process would allow families to create safe, affordable 

housing options on land they already own, without requiring government subsidies. 

• Regional resilience – Keeping families together on rural properties strengthens local economies, 

maintains community ties, and makes better use of existing land. 

This reform is a simple, low-cost step that directly addresses the housing crisis while also honouring 

family and community values. 

We urge the Committee to recommend planning changes that give rural landowners the freedom to 

provide for their families through second dwellings, without unnecessary red tape. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 




