
Partially 

Confidential 

 Submission    
No 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND 

DWELLINGS REFORM 
 
 
 

Name: Name suppressed 

Date Received: 13 September 2025 

 

 



I am writing to strongly support the allowance of second dwellings on rural land in New South Wales. 

The current planning restrictions often prevent landholders from building an additional dwelling, even 

when it would serve vital social, economic, and environmental purposes. 

 

Key Reasons for Allowing Second Dwellings 

 

1. Housing Affordability and Supply 

Allowing a second dwelling creates more housing opportunities in rural areas without the need for new 

land subdivisions. 

It provides affordable options for family members, farm workers, and retirees, easing pressure on urban 

centres. 

 

2. Supporting Rural Families and Generational Farming 

Many farming families need multi-generational living arrangements to pass on knowledge, share 

workloads, and provide care across generations. 

A second dwelling allows older farmers to remain on the land while younger family members take on 

farm operations. 

 

3. Strengthening Rural Communities 

Retaining residents in rural areas increases local school enrolments, supports rural businesses, and 

contributes to stronger community networks. 

It helps stem population decline in smaller towns by encouraging people to remain in or return to the 

regions. 

 

4. Workforce and Agricultural Benefits 

Additional dwellings allow for accommodation of seasonal or permanent workers essential to 

agriculture. 

This reduces reliance on costly and impractical off-site accommodation, boosting farm productivity. 

 

5. Environmental and Infrastructure Efficiency 

Building a second dwelling on existing serviced land is more sustainable than developing new 

subdivisions. 

 

Shared water, power, and waste systems reduce environmental impacts and infrastructure duplication. 

 

Recommendations 

I respectfully recommend that: 

 

The NSW planning framework be amended to permit one additional dwelling on rural land, subject to 

appropriate building and environmental standards. Councils be given clear and consistent state-wide 



guidelines to avoid uncertainty and unnecessary red tape. Flexibility be provided for landholders to 

house family members, workers, or tenants in these second dwellings. 

 

Thank you for considering this submission. 

 

Sincerely, 

 




