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To the Joint Standing Committee on Net Zero Future,  

Re: Common Capital submission on the inquiry into emissions from the fossil fuel sector 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the inquiry into emissions from the fossil fuel sector. 
Common Capital has conducted a number of recent studies in this space that may be relevant to your 
inquiry. Below are some key findings from this research directly relevant to your terms of reference. 
Attached is our recent study, Unlocking cost-effective methane abatement in the NSW and QLD 
coal industry1, which documents the research, modelling, and analysis that supports these findings. 

Common Capital is a specialist climate and energy, policy and economics research organisation. We 
are public benefit focussed, working with and for governments to help them unlock the benefits and 
manage the risks of the net zero transition. We help design, implement and improve initiatives to 
mobilise catalytic public and private capital to accelerate the development and scaled deployment of 
zero and negative carbon solutions.  

Our research set out to answer the question: what, if any, action could the New South Wales 
government take to complement the Safeguard Mechanism and accelerate coal mine methane 
abatement within their own state inventory. It sought to understand likely emissions levels under 
current policy settings and the commercial feasibility, barriers and pathways to adoption of technology 
options for onsite abatement. Our research identified the potential for significant additional abatement 
from government actions to help industry overcome these barriers. The research outlined a suite of 
complementary policies and design considerations to achieve these outcomes.  

Key insights are detailed below and are particularly relevant to the following Terms of Reference (ToR) 
items: 

• ToR (a): the relevance and consequences of fossil fuel greenhouse gas emissions for achieving 
New South Wales emissions reductions targets and complying with the guiding principles and 
purposes of the Climate Change (Net Zero Future) Act 2023 

• ToR (b) (i): accuracy of emissions reporting from coal mines 

• ToR (b) (iii): current measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) methods 

• ToR (d): implementation and feasibility of greenhouse-gas abatement, including ventilation air 
methane (VAM) abatement 

• ToR (e): economic costs associated with greenhouse-gas emissions 

 
1 https://commoncapital.com.au/publications/ 








