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Comments relating to 

iii) to provide that a polling place for a council election must not be located outside the council’s local 
government area 

I believe that this provision works well in metropolitan areas but does not take into account diversity 
and rural and regional settings. The aim should be convenance for voters to attend a polling place not 
the location of the place. If the elections end up being required to be conducted by the Electoral 
Commission why can you not vote for any candidate at any booth or in an online application. The take 
up of service nsw data would be able to support such a move to a hybrid model and save considerable 
expense. 

(a) appointing a replacement councillor from the same group or party to fill a councillor vacancy, 
instead of holding a countback election 

This adds to the expense of conducting elections and Local Government elections should be on the 
candidate not the party. The countback provisions were a great step forwarded and Councils have the 
ability to opt in or out of the provision. I would like to see countback mandatory for all councils in NSW 
to reduce costs. Likewise the mandating for the electoral commission to conduct elections also 
prohibits any private entity who can provide this service from doing so in a cost competitive way. 
Unless we can move towards online elections as it seems a bit redundant in 2028 to still be asking 
people to attend a polling place. 


